550th Anniversary Opening Liturgy

[Standing]

The Lord is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed!
Sing this aloud; proclaim it to the ends of the earth.
The Lord has set his people free!
This is our proclamation, the reason for which we gather.  This belief is what has brought us together here and now, and what has brought us together throughout history.

HYMN #624 – MBW-  “Called Together and United”  (all verses)

Called together and united 

by the spirit, we are one.

Hearts and hands are consecrated

To the service of God’s Son.

We, entrusted with Christ’s mission,

will accept the gracious call.

Faith in action ever, always,

till on earth Christ reigns in all.

By the Spirit we are gifted

to fulfill Christ’s ministry.

With the poor we share our riches,

giving captives liberty.

Hungry, thirsty – we will feed them;

greet the stranger; care and heal;

clothe the naked, free the pris’ner;

serve with gladness and with zeal.

Called by Christ, redeemed, accepted,

we are blessed with work to do.

By the Spirit we’re empowered:

“Tell the good news, life renew.”

Our live now reveal Christ’s presence;

we will show God’s love and grace.

Faith in action, ever, always,

while on earth we run our race.

Words: W. Thomas Stapleton, 1988
Used by permission of the author.

[Sitting or Kneeling]

In unity and humility, we lay our sins before God.

[Silent Confession]

God of all, we are on this journey that is a cycle of life to life: we are born, we live, we are born to eternal life.  As we pass through on this journey, let our own sinful selves die and let us rise as new people.  Let us rise to the challenges of praising you. 
Help us keep the revelation of your resurrection ever in our minds.  And may your eternal song resound within our spirits, until you come.  Amen.

In Jesus Christ, God knows and receives us as we are.  Listen, give thanks and live.

HYMN #382  - MBW- “When Long Before Time”  (vs. 5)
The Light has returned as it came once before,

The song of the Lord is our own song once more;

So let us all sing with one heart and one voice

The song of the Singer in whom we rejoice.

Words & Music: Peter W.A. Davison, 1981
Harmony by George Black.
Used by permission of the author.

[Standing]

With joy in our hearts, we profess our faith, saying:

Christ is the image of the invisible God,

the firstborn of all creation;

for in Christ all things were created, in heaven and on earth,

visible and invisible,

whether thrones or dominions

or principalities or authorities –

all things were created through Christ and for Christ.
Christ is before all things,

and in Christ all things hold together.
Christ is the head of the body, the church;

Christ is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,

that in everything Christ might be preeminent.
For in Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,

and through Christ all things are reconciled to God,

whether on earth or in heaven,

making peace by the blood of Christ’s cross.  
(Colossians 1:15-20, Adapted) 
– Used with permission from www.ucc.org/faith/head/htm - from the Book of Worship, United Church of Christ, United Church of Christ Office of Church Life and Leadership, New York, 1986.)
The ancient Brethren taught us that through Jesus Christ our Lord we could transcend any differences between us.

Christ can break down any walls that threaten to divide our unity.  Before us and beyond us, Christ is our peace.

Early Moravians followed the Great Commission, seeking to bring the Gospel to all peoples, making disciples for Christ.

God provided them with spiritual food that nourished them in the wilderness of this world and emboldened their faith.

Their legacy of faith and vision is made manifest in the Worldwide Unity of the Moravian Church.  In this Unity, the world may witness the ‘at-one-ment’ of Christ that builds us together, spiritually, as a dwelling place for God regardless of race, culture or political system.

Our future lies in our continued witness for Christ around the world.  Our challenge lies in bringing Christ to meet others where they are, in meaningful ways.

It is our ideal of Christian living that we live for Christ, rejoice in Christ, and show a spirit of love for others.

It is our guiding principle – unity in essentials, liberty in all else, and always to live out Christ’s love.

But if we love Christ with our lives, then we must also trust Christ with our lives.

Our Lamb has conquered let us follow him.  Amen.

HYMN # 481 –MBW- “Come Now and Sing” (vs.2 & 3)

We praise the Christ who called the rich, 

the outcast, and the poor,

who said to them, “Come follow me, 

my love for you is sure.”

And Christ today invites us still 

to follow and to live.

Christ calls us now to spread the news

That God new life does give.

New life for some means food and warmth,

For some the right to speak,

For some the comfort of a friend

or loving God to meet.

So help us, Christ, as now we join

With Christians ev’rywhere

To touch and teach, to comfort,

Feed your love the world to share.
Words: M. Lynnette Delbridge, 1987
Used by permission of the author.
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