
The Rev. David Guthrie, President ▪ The Rev. Dr. Nola Knouse, Vice President ▪ The Rev. Matthew Allen ▪ Mrs. Peggy Carter  

Mr. Tommy Cole ▪ Mr. Keith Kapp ▪ The Rev. Judy Knopf ▪The Rev. Dr. David Marcus, Jr. Assistant to the President 

 

 

 

 

 

Memo  2021.05.06 

To: Pastors, Fellowship Coordinators, and Church Boards 

Re: Revised Guidelines for Worship Gatherings, Meetings, and Church Offices 

 

April 28, 2021, the NC Governor issued Executive Order # 209, which further eased certain 

restrictions on businesses and gatherings.  This order began April 20 and will remain in effect 

until June 1.  

As of May 4, roughly 34% of the population in NC has been fully vaccinated, which means 66% 

has not.  Public health officials remain concerned about virus variants, and possible increases in 

the number of cases.  Until greater numbers of people are vaccinated, paying attention to the 

ways to minimize the spread of this disease is essential.  

Based on the Executive Order, the Provincial Elders’ Conference has modified its guidelines for 

worship and other church gatherings as follows: 

 The PEC continues to strongly recommend that congregations and fellowships do 

not exceed the “mass gatherings” directives set by the Governor, which are 

gatherings of up to 100 people indoors, and up to 200 people outdoors.  

 Emergency Maximum Occupancy.  For congregations and fellowships which are 

absolutely certain (with a written and rehearsed plan) that they are able to meet the 

standards set in the NC DHHS Interim Guidance for Places of Worship and Religious 

Services, the PEC strongly recommends that worship gatherings be limited to the 

Emergency Maximum Occupancy of a facility or room being used for such meetings. 

This would be whichever is the lowest number produced by applying the following tests: 

For indoor spaces: 

a. Fifty percent (50%) of the stated fire capacity for each building, room, or other 

indoor space where people gather.  This limit applies separately to each room 

within a building. For rooms or spaces without a stated fire capacity, the limit is 

twelve (12) people per one thousand (1000) square feet, rounded up.    

For outdoor spaces: 

Fifty percent (50%) of the stated fire capacity for each outdoor space.  For rooms 

or spaces without a stated fire capacity, the limit is twelve (12) people per one 

thousand (1000) square feet, rounded up. 
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An important note:  You will need to make physical measurements and calculations 

to determine just how many people any space can hold while maintaining the required 

6 feet of physical distance between members of different households.   That number 

may be significantly lower than the “mass gathering” limit, or the 50% Emergency 

Maximum Occupancy number detailed below. 

https://governor.nc.gov/documents/executive-order-no-209
https://files.nc.gov/covid/documents/guidance/NCDHHS-Interim-Guidance-for-Places-of-Worship.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/covid/documents/guidance/NCDHHS-Interim-Guidance-for-Places-of-Worship.pdf


For all gatherings, indoors or out: 

 A registration process should be in place to ensure that the Emergency 

Maximum Occupancy, or the calculated safe occupancy is not exceeded.   

 A roster of those in attendance should be kept so that contact tracing may be 

done as may be needed.  

 Social distancing (at least 6 feet) must be maintained other than for members of 

the same household.   

 Indoors: Face coverings should be worn at all times by everyone present. 

Outdoors: Face coverings are no longer required.  

 

In addition to what is stated above, the PEC strongly recommends the following:  

o Other than paid or volunteer staff with specific essential responsibilities, members 

should not be inside church facilities, except for worship services under the above 

guidelines.  

o Church offices remain closed to visitors, apart from those engaged in essential 

activities (such as needed vendor visits, maintenance and repairs). 

o Congregational or choir singing, and large-group bands remain discontinued 

until further notice. Singing or playing instruments outdoors may not be as risky 

as indoors, but the virus particles are tiny, linger in the air, and can travel for long 

distances even on a very light breeze. Bands should be limited to no more than 4 

to 5 players, facing the same direction, 6 to 8 feet apart from one another; if 

outdoors, make sure no one is downwind from the band. Lower-risk musical 

activities could include hand bells (a small group, masked, physically distanced, 

gloved, and not sharing bells; Orff instruments; a solo singer (distanced from any 

accompanist); stringed instruments (players masked). In place of congregational 

hymns, have a soloist sing, or the organist play the hymn while someone reads the 

words aloud. 

o Gatherings for youth and children’s activities continue to meet “virtually”, or 

outdoors with no more than 25 people, observing social distancing and with face 

coverings.  

o In-person fellowship gatherings (meals, coffee hour, etc.) remain suspended.  

o Church meetings (boards, committees, Bible studies, fellowship groups) should as 

much as possible continue to use technology to meet remotely.  If there is a 

decision to have in person meetings, these should involve no more than 25 people, 

following all necessary precautions (The Three W’s, proper sanitation, exit and 

entry plans, etc.) 

o People at high risk (age 65 years or older, and people of any age who have serious 

underlying medical conditions) stay home and travel only for absolutely essential 

purposes. 

o Practice the Three Ws: Wear a cloth face covering. Wait six feet apart. Wash 

your hands often or use hand sanitizer.  

 


