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Memo  2021.05.20 

To: Pastors, Fellowship Coordinators, and Church Boards 

Re: Revised Guidelines for Worship Gatherings, Meetings, and Church Offices 

 

Background from Civil and Public Health Authorities 

May 13, 2021 the Centers for Disease Control issued new guidance for those who are fully 

vaccinated.  May 14, 2021, the NC Governor issued Executive Order # 215, which lifted most 

restrictions related to COVID-19.   This order will remain in effect through June 11.  

A statement from the NC Dept. of Health and Human Resources notes that, while guidelines for 

those fully vaccinated have changed:   “People who are not vaccinated should wear a mask and 

maintain distance in all indoor public settings and in outdoor settings when they can't maintain 

six feet of distance”. 

Current Situation  

As of May 18, 47% of the population in NC has been fully vaccinated, and 53% have not.  The 

virus is still present and active.   Unvaccinated individuals (including children) remain at risk of 

contracting the virus, especially if in close contact, indoors, in places that are not adequately 

ventilated. Until greater numbers of people are vaccinated, paying attention to the ways to 

minimize the spread of this disease is essential.  

Almost by definition the church is focused on the well-being of its members and those whom it 

serves.  Our current situation calls upon those among us who are fully vaccinated to care 

for those who are not yet vaccinated by what we do.  This includes how we gather for worship 

and other activities.   

Revised Guidelines 

The Provincial Elders’ Conference has modified its guidelines for worship and other church 

gatherings as follows.   

 We strongly encourage all unvaccinated individuals who are able to get a vaccination.  

We encourage those not yet vaccinated to join in church gatherings through available 

online options. 

 Decisions about group size for worship and other gatherings should be determined 

based on continuing to maintain physical distance of 6 feet between participants not 

from the same family.  

 While indoors, all should wear masks and be distanced.  Worship leaders may remove 

masks while speaking. 

 In outdoor gatherings, all should either wear masks, or maintain distance.  
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 Since gatherings may include vaccinated and non-vaccinated persons, we strongly 

recommend refraining from congregational singing.  If you choose to allow singing, it 

should be with everyone masked. 

 For choirs, we recommend not starting indoor rehearsals at least until the fall. 

Strongly recommend that choir members (as everyone) be vaccinated. 

1. Stay masked at all times, singing or not. Singers' masks are available that give 

much more room for the jaw to open widely and allow for easier breathing. 

2. Maintain at least six feet distance in all directions. 

3. Outdoor rehearsals are OK as long as everyone stays masked and distanced. 

3. IF you do choose to hold indoor rehearsals, limit rehearsals to 30 minutes at a 

time, clear the room completely for at least 30 minutes with doors (and windows) 

open, before resuming for no more than 30 minutes. Remain masked throughout. 

 For bands, we recommend playing outdoors only.  

1. Stay masked unless playing.  

2. Maintain at least six feet distance in all directions. 

3. Be aware of wind direction; if at all possible, have everyone facing the same 

direction with no one in front of anyone else, and no one downwind of others. 

 Continue holding children and youth activities outdoors, distanced and masked. 

 Coffee hours and church meals should remain suspended.  

 Church facilities and offices may be open, with non-vaccinated visitors expected to 

wear a mask and practice social distancing.  

Keeping Diverse Modes of Gathering 

During this pandemic most of our congregations and fellowship have innovated and expanded 

the ways in which we have gathered.  This includes providing livestreaming, video conferencing, 

telephone conferencing, pre-recorded and other modes of church gatherings, especially worship. 

In coming weeks and months, our member families will be making choices about whether, how 

and when they will resume “normal” activities, including how they engage and are involved with 

worship and other events and activities. 

In our different contexts we  have all experienced the new reality of “virtual participants,” – 

those who were not connected to our communities of faith, but have been attracted to us online 

and have decided to join us in varying ways.   

This leads us to another strong recommendation: 

 Continue to develop and offer alternative ways for our members and others to join in 

and be part of who we are and what we do together.   

 

 

 

 


