
SUMMER PROGRAMS

BRAINSTORMING
for Churches



What is the main purpose of your summer
ministry with children/youth/families?
What is your ministry context?
What would you like to nurture in
children/youth/families?
What are the best methods for providing radical
hopitality to the children with whom you are
engaged in ministry?
How do you start accomplishing this goal?

QUESTIONS TO START FROM

SUMMER MINISTRIES TOOLKIT

https://www.crcna.org/FaithFormation/toolkits/childrens-ministry-toolkit/summer-ministries
https://www.crcna.org/FaithFormation/toolkits/childrens-ministry-toolkit/summer-ministries


On the Summer Ministries Toolkit website, they offer
brainstorming options around many different approaches...

MORE THAN ONE WAY

Traditional Summer Program in a Box...

Take Out Church....

Themed Summer Camp (use
member passions - Music, Art,

etc.

Family Friendly Events

Service Projects

Storybook Hour for
Young Children

https://www.crcna.org/FaithFormation/toolkits/childrens-ministry-toolkit/summer-ministries
https://www.crcna.org/FaithFormation/toolkits/childrens-ministry-toolkit/summer-ministries
https://buildfaith.org/church-to-go/
https://network.crcna.org/topic/children-youth/childrens-ministry/ideas-and-resources-your-churchs-next-summer-camp
https://network.crcna.org/topic/children-youth/childrens-ministry/ideas-and-resources-your-churchs-next-summer-camp
https://network.crcna.org/topic/children-youth/childrens-ministry/ideas-and-resources-your-churchs-next-summer-camp
https://network.crcna.org/topic/children-youth/childrens-ministry/family-friendly-event-ideas-summer-ministry
https://network.crcna.org/topic/children-youth/childrens-ministry/intergenerational-service-projects-summer-ministry
https://network.crcna.org/topic/children-youth/childrens-ministry/storybook-hour-young-children
https://network.crcna.org/topic/children-youth/childrens-ministry/storybook-hour-young-children


Salt Project...

Great & Small 
This offers either a take home
for families to do indepedently
or for a team to create 6 fun

family sessions around song and
Biblical & faith storytelling.

Sing! Play! Summer!
The sequel to Great & Small, this
offers another collection of 6

songs with activities themed
around each song.

Find Your Slow Summer
50 family activities designed to
help folks slow down and enjoy

God’s beauty... use it to create a
summer series.

Like Illustrated Ministies - pricing is scaled by church size!

https://www.saltproject.org/great-and-small-summer-guide/summer-church-resources-for-families
https://www.saltproject.org/great-and-small-summer-guide/summer-church-resources-for-families
https://www.saltproject.org/sing-play-summer/35
https://www.saltproject.org/slow-summer/individual-y5ejm-esy6k


Gen On...

Gifts of the Spirit Tell Your Story
Living Water

5 Sessions... 9 sessions
link takes you to 

1 session free sample...

7 Sessions...
link takes you to 

1 session free sample

Each session with Gen On focuses around 4 activities or acts... 
Eating Together, Playing Together, Studying God’s Word Together, Praying Together

https://www.genonministries.org/collections/summer-resources-for-intergenerational-ministry/products/gods-world-in-community-gifts-of-the-spirit-sample
https://www.genonministries.org/collections/summer-resources-for-intergenerational-ministry/products/gods-world-in-community-tell-your-story-sample
https://www.genonministries.org/collections/summer-resources-for-intergenerational-ministry/products/all-gods-children-the-church-family-gathers-for-living-water


Build Faith Reviews 
for 

Traditional Kits



T o p  P i c k s
Camp Firelight

A Summer Camp Adventure with God
Cokesbury

Compassion Camp
What Every Living Thing Needs
Illustrated Ministry

Gather Together
Intergenerational Events to
Explore All Creation Sings
Sparkhouse

Hometown Nazareth
Where Jesus was a Kid
Group

Kingdom Crafters
Imagine, Build, Discover
Chalice Press

Linked by Love
Chalice Press

Seekers in Sneakers
Discover Jesus
Shine (MennoMedia)

https://buildfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Building-Faith-Camp-Firelight-VBS-Review-2-26-2024.pdf
https://buildfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Building-Faith-Compassion-Camp-VBS-Review-2-26-2024.pdf
https://buildfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Building-Faith-Gather-Together-Resource-Review-2-26-2024.pdf
https://buildfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Building-Faith-Hometown-Nazareth-VBS-Review-2-26-2024.pdf
https://buildfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Building-Faith-Kindom-Crafters-VBS-Review-2-26-2024.pdf
https://buildfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Building-Faith-Linked-by-Love-Camp-Review-2-26-2024.pdf
https://buildfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Building-Faith-Seekers-in-Sneakers-VBS-Review-2-26-2024.pdf
















*4th session - 

could swap their 4th day 

for Moravian (or PCUSA) Missions
















