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    The Unity Youth Desk has been a recognized Unity Ministry since 
2016.  Pray for the Youth Desk Coordinator and for the delegates from the four 
regions as they work “to bring attention to the youth work in the Moravian 
Church worldwide, to connect and encourage the youth and youth leaders.” 
 
"The UYC committee was established to bring attention to the youth work in 
the Moravian Church worldwide and to connect and encourage the youth and 
youth leaders. It was officially recognized at the 2016 Synod and called 6 
members from different regions into function. There are 2 African representa-
tives (David William Daniels, William Sungura), 1 European (Phillip Battelle), 1 
North American (Angelica Regalado) and 2 from the Caribbean and Latin 
American regions (Sacha Lambert). There is also Jørgen Bøytler as the UBA 
in the committee and the Unity Youth Desk Coordinator (Jiřina Čančíková)." 
 
They are currently busy planning the 2022 Heritage Youth Tour.  Pray for the 
planners and those interested in participating.  
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INTERNATIONAL UNITY YOUTH DESK 

  The Moravian Heritage Tour was created to bring young adults together to visit important places in the 
Moravian history, learn about them and share their experiences with other participants. These tours help 
the youth to get an understanding of the Unity and the fact that their province is not the only one in the 
world, but that they have brothers and sisters all over the world. 

Up to this day, there have been two Heritage Tours organized – one that focused on the European region 
(in 2013) and another one that took the participants through the roots of the Moravian Church in North 
America (in 2018). The young adults that took part in these tours learned a lot about the diversity of our 
traditions and the history of the Moravian Church. 

The Unity Youth Committee is in the process of planning the next tour, which will focus on the history of 
the Moravian Church in the African continent. This tour is planned for the summer of 2022 and will have 
the theme of crossing borders whether they are tangible or imaginative. Once the date approaches, there 
will be more information about the upcoming tour, and it will also be sent through the leadership of the 
provinces. 

You can read an article about the last Heritage Tour in the Moravian Magazine. 

Here is one of six reflections found in the Moravian from Victor Tory 
Reid of the Northern Province: 

“As we began to work on the problem of why young people are not fully 
engaged in church, we spoke with several clergy and church members. 
One of the reasons we found is that many congregations are fixated on 
the preservation of planning worship services around traditions and cus-
toms, rather than rearranging worship styles to cater to the spiritual de-
velopment of our young people. As a result of this, many young people 
decided to leave the church for good and not come back. This is sad-
dening to hear because if youth and young adults aren’t welcome or ac-

cepted in our churches, then our churches get older and older, and  
eventually close completely. 

 
After discussing, we came up with some solutions on how congregations can best reach out to the youth 
in their communities to come back and to be involved in church. One way was to create a survey to figure 
out the needs of the youth – things like after-school programs, music lessons, etc. Second, youth along 
with the elders and other church members need to have frank discussions about changes we want to see 
in the church. Third, incorporate a more contemporary style of worship in our congregations instead of 
having an organ — integrate some drums, keyboard, hand bells, electric guitars, and some steel pans. 
Lastly create a Facebook account with the church’s name to connect with them, so when they leave 
church to begin college, military or other careers their church family will always be there to support and 
guide them from afar. 
 
My hopes and aspirations for our Unity are that we’ll continue to support one another in any way possible 
through prayer, finances and mission involvement. My goal is to remain in contact with every representa-
tive on the Unity Youth Tour as we strive to advocate for youth being engaged with church affairs.” 
 
 - Excerpts from the Prayer Concerns 1/20 from the Unity Women’s Desk, Julie Tomberlin, Coordinator 
 

 

Victoria Lasley and Tory Reid 
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We are at a critical point in the life of the church in our time. The church is hemor-
rhaging a generation of young people with 75% of “Christian” college freshmen aban-
doning their faith by college graduation. The “gospel of secularism” is failing to keep 
the promises it made about the good life apart from God. The spiritual challenge we 
have before us will not be solved by doing the same things we’ve always done. 

 

A Campus Outreach team recently expanded to a secular U.S. city and began ministering at elite universities. In one of their 

first interactions with a student on campus, a staff person was trying to discern where this particular student was in their spir-

itual journey. This student had no coherent knowledge of Jesus and was not convinced of the spiritually fallen state of our 

world. Not wanting to assume anything, the staff person finally asked, “Wait a minute, you do know who Adam and Eve 

are, right?” This student responded, “I’m just a freshman, so I’m pretty new around here, so no, I don’t think I’ve met Adam 

and Eve yet, sorry.” 

This is a snapshot of the type of student being engaged on the college campus today. 
 
Over the next three weeks, we will share three updates. In today's challenging environment, how is God working through 
your partnership? Here is our first update:  

 Miryã (right) got involved with the CO ministry in Belo Horizonte, Brazil and coming to 
church with her sister Maryé (left) about a year ago. They started doing a study of the 
Gospels to better understand what Jesus said. Miryã and her sister both say that they be-
gan understanding grace as they came to church and heard the Gospel being preached. 
 
Miryã was baptized at a recent church retreat and in describing her conversion in front 
of our congregation, she quoted the pastor saying, “The fight for joy is a fight to see the 

glory of Christ, and I am excited to do this with you all.” This was very emotional for every-

one to hear since Miryã has become blind in the last few years. 
 
Because of your partnership, Miryã, who physically cannot see, can now behold Christ 
with us through the Spirit and share in His glory and goodness.  

By December 31, we are trusting God for $25,000 from generous partners like you to advance towards all God would have 

for us in 2020. 

Let’s partner together with God to develop and deploy gospel leaders throughout the U.S. and around the world. If 

we are able to reach this goal, we will be significantly strengthened to deploy over 40 missional leaders to numerous loca-

tions around the world in 2020. 

Contact us at phil.sineath@campusoutreach.org to find out about the multiple ways we 
can partner together.  

Nora Kate is excited to be a big sister!   

Eli’s details: 8 lbs 2 oz; 21 inches; Born 12:50pm; Saturday, December 21, 2019 

Both mom and baby are healthy and we are very excited! 

Proud to be a family of four, 

— Ashley, Phil, Nora Kate, and Eli Sineath  

    Phil.sineath@campusoutreach.org 

 

COLLEGE STUDENTS ABANDON FAITH 
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I was just in Guerrero, making the long, thousand-kilometer (twenty hours of driving, over 

five days) swing through the areas we used to live in. I visit friends of all sorts – carpenters, 

humble believers, pastors (both indigenous and latin), missionaries (that translate, or 

church-plant, sometimes both), and business people. I stay in their homes and eat their 

food and listen to their stories. We talk about everything, sometimes into the wee hours of 

the night, even after starting conversations before the breaking of the dawn. They tell me 

about their children’s struggles, their own battles with illness and loss, the vagaries of local 

and federal politics, and their joys and hopes. We talk about God, his Kingdom, our doubts, 

the varieties of Religious Experiences (although the title of a famous book by William James, 

here meant to get at the range of ways we all have to follow God). My role is not to solve 

anything, nor provide absolute answers; just listen, commiserate, encourage, sometimes 

suggest.  

Rosa, wife of Lamberto, from Ometepec, friends from when we used to live there almost 

twenty years ago, tells me this story:  

She is waiting for the local tiny buses, in the center of town, to take her to her outlying 

neighbourhood. The bus is late, nothing unusual. She watches an indigenous woman with a 

small child in her arms, clearly agitated. The child has vomited and is now limp, unrespon-

sive. The woman comes from up in the mountains, obviously so because of her dress and that she can’t speak much Spanish, only using 

the disparaged indigenous language, Mixtec. Rosa happens to know a little of it, since this is her husband’s heart language. The woman 

is trying her best to ask for help at the counter of the pharmacy on the other side of the street from Rosa, but the owner is shooing her 

away. This lady is the sister of a previous state governor, wealthy, and doesn’t want to be bothered by this dirty Indian from the hills. 

She commands the clerk to drive the woman out of the store, not making even the barest attempt to show sympathy, if not for the 

mother, then at least for the sick child.  

Rosa crosses over to help, but even her attempts, in Spanish, go unheeded. The owner is now hardened to any appeal. So, Rosa flags 

down a taxi, much more expensive than the local buses, but available. She bundles the mother and child in, and together they make 

their way across town to the hospital. Rosa charges in with the pair, straight to the reception desk, and gets through the red tape suffi-

ciently enough that a doctor comes out and examines the child. Rosa doesn’t really know what was eventually diagnosed, except some-

thing like dehydration from parasites, but anyway, the child is interned overnight. The mother holds vigil beside the bed, on the floor. 

Rosa returns the next day to see how things are going, and helps them check out, since the child has recuperated enough to leave. Rosa 

does all the paperwork for the lady, since of course, she also doesn’t read. Rosa explains to the lady what medicines she will need but 

realizes that this too will be a big challenge, so they march over to the pharmacy and Rosa 

gets the required medicines. She pays for those, as well as for the small fee that the hospital 

charged. After she is sure that the woman understands which medicines and when (Rosa 

has drawn some little pictures and figures on the hospital papers that indicate the right dos-

es and times), she gives her enough money to take a taxi back to the truck that will take 

them to the mountain village.  

I hear this story, with Rosa sitting on the rough stairs to the roof, over breakfast in the con-

crete breezeway, surrounded by heaps of corn and old brooms and plastic Coke bottles 

making for a real Still Life. She also tells me about the two villages where she is visiting, in-

frequently but when possible, and the dozens of children and mothers who flock to her to 

hear the stories of Jesus, and God’s goodness.  

These are the friends (each with such wonderful stories) that I am privileged to know, to 

journey with, as we all together work toward God’s Kingdom coming to earth as it is in 

Heaven. 

Thank you for your part in all this, and may you be as blessed as we are.                                

Robert and Anne Thiessen 

rvthiessen@gmail.com 
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 NEW YEAR’S BLESSINGS FROM THE WOOS 
   

    We pray you enjoyed a beautiful Christmas celebrating the miracle of Jesus's birth, our Emmanuel, God with us, 

Light of the World! It has been a crazy, special, busy, meaningful season for us. We are so GRATEFUL for the faith-

fulness of God and for the love and support you so graciously give!  

 

May 2020 be a year of... 

 increased intimacy with Christ 

 gratitude for our many blessings     

 greater fruitfulness in ministry 

 deeper compassion for the lost 

 increased commitment to pray for the world 

renewed passion to reach those who have never                                                                                                   
heard the Gospel!  
 

 

        The pictures to the left give you just a glimpse 
of our December! Michael's parents traveled from 
Boston to spend Christmas with us. The kids sang in 
several Christmas concerts at school and with       
Naomi's mom's choir. We are learning and growing 
as a family, and though there are challenges, this, our 
second Christmas together, was full of sweet          
moments and lots of love!   

We attended OMF's Leadership Summit in early Dec. 
and are eager to continue our training in our new 
role as Candidate Directors. We feel so privileged to 
be a part of what God is doing among the unreached 
people groups of Southeast Asia!  
 
Thank you for supporting us as we seek to 
send missionaries to the 667 million  

people in Southeast Asia who lack access to the 

hope of the gospel!  

We pray God's richest blessings on your lives, families and 

ministries as you enter this new year! 

To God be the Glory! 

Michael and Naomi Woo 

...with Samuel (almost 17!), Ian (15), Zach (11), Isaac       

 (8), and Salem (5)  

                       mcswoo@psmail.net 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM CHARLIE AND VICKI BRENT 

    
 Time seems to have flown.  We are close to having 
our first child to leave the nest, and they all change so 
fast.  Here is a snapshot view of our family as  we near 
the end of 2019. 
 
 Charlie– He has enjoyed the challenge of learning 
to repair many broken things.  This year in his “Man 
vs” Facebook live series he has tackled automotive 
repairs, sprinkler system overhaul, oven and leaking 
water main in the side yard, just to highlight a few.  He 
is a master pumpkin pie chef making him a very popu-
lar dad around the holiday season.  Finding joy in the 
book of Romans, repairing broken websites and play-
ing games with the kids keeps him grounded. 
 

 
Vicki– She is homeschooling Avonleigh, Araceli, Jacob, and Amberly.  Chauffeuring kids to swim, speech/debate club, 
and various appointments occupy much of her time.  Keeping people fed and clothed is a full-time job as well.  Vicki en-
joys her two indoor birds (parakeets) and watching her backyard birds.  Secretly, she wishes our house was a tropical 
bird preserve.  Thoughts of adopting all the Aggies are a constant source of solidarity with other parents of Aggies. 
 
Joshua– He is close to recovery from his broken leg and can walk some without his crutch.  He is entering his senior 
year and will graduate in December 2020.  The College of Veterinary Medicine is his current employer where he answers 
tech support calls with, “Is it plugged in? Did you turn it off and back on?” Gaming online with his friends, moderating 
Reddit forums and warning us about the dangers of “Internet of Things” are among his pastimes. 
 
Ansley—is a sophomore at A&M studying political science and economics.  She has been known to seek out professors 
who specialize in tariffs and tariff laws.  Tutoring Aggies athletes in various subjects, especially writing and political sci-
ence makes for a fun job. Playing violin with the A&M philharmonic orchestra was a highlight for her. 
 
Avonleigh—She is nearing the end of her treatment for Lyme and has seen tremendous improvement with physical 
symptoms. She will be doing a super-senior year and hopes to take dual credit classes at the local junior college.  Soon 
she will have her driver’s license. She enjoys running a “park ministry” where she meets and shares the gospel with oth-
er teenagers, Accordingly, she plans to spend her spring break on a mission trip to Slovakia.  
 
Araceli—She, aka Celi, is in 8th grade. She is taking quite a few online courses this year. Swimming with the Aggie Swim 
club is her favorite sport, but she would love to add soccer to her weekly activities. In her free time, she reads stacks of 
books or organizes playdates with neighborhood friends.  She wins the award for most sanguine member of the Brent 
household. 
 
Jacob—He is working through 6th grade. He is a great mathematician. Listening to music, watching Marvel movies and 
playing games is how Jacob likes to spend his free time.  Undeniably a hard worker, Jacob is Vicki’s go-to guy when she 
needs help around the house. He really enjoys our CO-OP this year because his class is full with seven boys. 
 
Amberly—She is 8 years old and in second grade. She learned to read this year and can read anything she wants to. 
Loving the Lord so much sometimes compels her to preach about the attributes of our great God. Naturally, she loves to 
play with her sisters and can frequently be found at the kitchen table making them a card or drawing a picture to share 
with them. Swimming and violin are her passions. 

 

 We are spending time now raising additional funds and are making progress. By the end of the Spring, God willing, we 

will have reduced the 2020 deficit substantially.  

Mission Update:  

 Our new team is working well together and the relaunched ministry has gone better than we imagined. At the fall re-

treat there were 45 international students from Texas A&M, the largest group from a single university.  

 Charlie is preparing to oversee the Audio/Visual and tech support needs for one part of our annual Bridges Vision Con-

ference. His audience will be 350+ delegates.  

 Our emphasis on diverse students lead home groups and larger weekly mixers and holiday celebrations which continue 

to prove an effective vehicle for showing the love of God and sharing the gospel with students.  

One goal for the year is to begin to resource Christian professors with simple ideas and opportunities to reach out to the international 
graduate students in their labs.  
 
Charlie and Vicki Brent cbrent@bridgesinternational.com            6 
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PRAY EVERY DAY—FEBRUARY 2020 

 

1. Jesus Christ became for us: wisdom from God, righteousness, sanctification and redemption. Pray for Hayley 
Geis and Christian Veterinary Mission.  
2. Sunday-I testify that to this day, I have help from God. Pray for Safie and the church in Sierra Leone. 
3. Every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Pray for those traveling to Sierra Leone for meetings. 
4. To the thirsty, I will give water from the Spring of Life. Pray for the Teshes in Kenya. 
5. The Lord has saved me, and we will sing in the house of the Lord. Pray for Charlie and Vicki Brent in Texas.  
6. Heaven and earth will pass away but His word will not. Pray for Michael and Brenda Brent in Croatia. 
7. Keep the word that I command you and teach them to your our children. Pray for Dusty and Christin Harrison 
with Greek InterVarsity, Clemson. 
8. He has brought down the powerful and lifted up the lowly. Pray for Steve and Ann Marx with Mission Aviation 
Fellowship.  
9. Sunday. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Pray for Phil and Eunice Raiford in Mexico. 
10. The Lord will send His angel with you and make your way successful. Pray for Louis and Susan Sutton with 
WEC in Singapore. 
11. He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Pray for Phil and Ashley Sineath with Campus Out-
reach Global. 
12. I will establish with you an everlasting covenant. Pray for the Woo family with Overseas Missionary Fellowship. 
13. Do not fear nor be dismayed for the Lord goes with you and will not forsake you. Pray for the Unity Women’s 
Desk. 
14. Lay aside every weight and sin that clings so closely. Pray for the Hoffmans in HIV/AIDS ministry.                                              
15. Walk in the light of the Lord. Pray for Brian and Heather Marx with MAF. 
16. Sunday. Blessed are those who mourn for they will be comforted. Pray for the Thiessens in Mexico. 
17. God desires everyone to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. Pray for Jenna and Andrew Craver 
in Alaska. 
18. Be glad and rejoice for the Lord has done great things. Pray for Allen and DeeDee Iobst in Spain. 
19. God reconciled the world to Himself in Christ Jesus. Pray for Adopt A Village in Tanzania. 
20. Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it. Pray for Kevin and Charity in the Middle East. 
21. Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns. Pray for the growing church in    
Cuba. 
22. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. Pray for Annie B Mission at Star Mt. 
23. Sunday.Their congregation shall be established before me. Pray for the Moravian Church and Clinic in        
Honduras. 
24. Let us test and examine our ways and return to the Lord. Pray for the Moravian Disaster Relief. 
25. God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance. Pray for Justin Rabbach and the BWM. 
26. Ash Wednesday. O that my ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes. Pray for the Armando Rusindo 
Foundation 
27. My salvation and my honor depend on God. Pray for the Moravian Mission Areas and Mission Provinces. 
28. While Peter was in prison, the church prayed fervently for him. Pray for Boards of Mission Society and BWM. 
29. I will save you that you may become a blessing. Pray for Boards, Pastors, Teachers and Leaders of your 
church. 
 

HelenGulledge1090@gmail.com 

                     

 

 

                                                                                                                

                    

 

 
                    
                      



ONWARD  

500 S. Church St.  

Winston-Salem, NC 27101  

336-773-1732  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

  I had the privilege of ordering two Single-Point Refuel units for our two most recent Kodiak aircraft.  “SPR” is comprised 
of a large refueling orifice installed under the wing, with leak-proof connections to the aircraft fuel system.  The fuel truck noz-
zle connects to the orifice, and fuel from the pressurized tanker truck quickly fills the Kodiak tanks.  The SPR system senses 
when they are full and automatically shuts the fuel off. 
  While this system is not indispensable since the aircraft has the original fuel refill ports on the top of each wing, the time 
savings is very significant. There’s no need to drag a ladder over to the front of the wing and climb it while hoisting up the big, 
heavy fuel hose with attached nozzle.  The SPR system also avoids damaging the wing paint and the refuel port while trying to 
manhandle the bulky fuel nozzle into the orifice.  Probably the biggest advantage of the SPR system is not having to closely 
watch as the tank fills, to avoid inadvertently under-filling the tank or allowing it to overflow, with resulting spillage on the 
wing and onto the ground. 

 
 
 While the SPR unit is expensive, the advantage of the system spread out 
over the life of the aircraft far outweight the upfront cost.  It reduces refuel 
time by more than half, safely avoids significant spills, and brings much great-
er efficiency. 
 Even though the SPR is not indispensable, the time of Christ coming to 
this earth was indispensable.  This Christ child grew up to be our indispensa-
ble Savior.  While life at every turn can catch us by surprise, God is never 
caught off guard; he is totally holy, just, trustworthy, merciful and loving. 
“Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift.” (2 Cor. 9:15) Praise His name! 
From our family to yours, we wish blessings for the New Year. 
 
 Steve and Ann Marx 

                        MAF, P.O. Box 47, Nampa, ID 83653 
                                                                       www.maf.org/marx 

 

TIME INDISPENSABLE 


