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 Michael and Cecilia Tesh will be our guest speakers for the annual Mission 
Society Lovefeast.  Michael grew up at Christ Moravian.  After high school, he 
served  a year with Service Adventure at a day care for homeless children in 
Albuerque, New Mexico  After training with Youth with a Mission in Nashville 
TN and in Athi River, Africa, he went to Shimba Hills and helped reopen an or-
phanage which is now Ray of Hope Orphanage.  He there met Cecilia   
Musembi and they were married in 2006.  Ceci is in charge of the preschool 
and the day to day things at Ray of Hope.  They have 2 daughters, Blessing 9 
years old and Love 2 years old. 

 The Provincial Band, directed by Carol Johnson, Christ music director, will 
play the prelude outside at 2:30 p.m. before the service at 3:00 p.m.  Music will 
be provided by  musicians at Christ Moravian  and The Provincial Praise 
Group, directed by Bishop Sam Gray, will provide intergenerational music.  
There will be displays by 2019 mission teams for viewing.  Please join us for 
this time of worship,  education, and fellowship.  
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Band Prelude 2:30 p.m. 
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SAFIE BRAIMA RECEIVED AS AN ACOLYTE FOR SIERRA LEONE  

  

Many years ago, the Apostle Paul reminded the folks in Philippi that the One who began the good work in them would “carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6b). These words can remind us that God is the One who began what we call 
“mission,” and God is the One who will continue to carry out this mission in the world. But God calls us to be part of that mission and part of 
that great story. 

 

 

On Sunday, September 8th a new chapter in that story began. Sister Safiatu Braima (Safie) was re-
ceived as a Provincial Acolyte, set apart for service as pastor of the Luawa Yiehun congregation, 
and for the Sierra Leone Unity Mission Area. Brother David Guthrie, president of the Provincial   
Elders’ Conference, made it official with these words: “Sister Braima, upon request of the Board of 
World Mission and with the authority of the Provincial Elders’ Conference of this Province of the  
Moravian Church, I hereby receive you as an acolyte to serve the Luawa Yiehun congregation and 
the Sierra Leone Mission Area, in the Name of the 
Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

The service was a glorious celebration of Sister Sa-
fie’s ministry and a recognition of God’s faithfulness 
in carrying on the work to completion. Many years 
ago, God had called Safie and her husband, 
Mhamed, to be part of God’s mission in Sierra Leone. 
There were many obstacles and challenges along the 

way, the most recent and most difficult being the death of Brother Mohamed. Mohamed had 
been ordained as a Deacon in the Moravian Church in 2012 and had been serving as the only 
ordained minister in the Sierra Leone Mission Area. His death, in addition to being a deep 
personal and spiritual loss for the Moravian Church, also presented a challenge for ongoing 
pastoral and sacramental ministry in Sierra Leone. But remember, it is God’s mission, not 
ours. And God called Sister Safie to serve in these ministries that had been carried out by her 
husband, but as a Provincial Acolyte.  

 

Normally, Provincial Acolytes in the Southern Province serve in a pastoral or sacramental function in one specific congregation. 
Those guidelines help to facilitate ministry in our Province. But the Provincial Elders’ Conference recognized that the need in Sierra Leone 
extends beyond one congregation, so they received Sister Braima as a Provincial Acolyte to serve the Sierra Leone Mission Area that in-
cludes four small congregations. As Sister Helen Gulledge, a member of Little Church on the Lane, said, “God is with us in new and different 
ways as we learn of Him and grow in faith and love.” 

 

Here are some thoughts and expressions from Helen and from two others who are very close to Sister Safie: 

 

(Helen) “I am truly humbled to have been graced by the love and friendship of both Safiatu and 
Mohamed Braima. I have learned much about the unconditional love of Jesus just by knowing 
them. That melodic, high pitched laughter of Safie’s rings in my ears and in my heart as I recall 
the late nights of fellowship, singing praises and sharing hours together at Laurel Ridge and at 
various women’s events. She never seems to lack for time or love to share. I would encourage 
each of you to lift Safie and her beloved village in every step which God has prepared for her to 
take, that she be surrounded and guarded in His Holy will with every breath. They need our 
support now more than ever. Thank you.” 
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(Steve Wilson) “I was excited to see so many people attend the service who are part of churches other 
than Little Church. Many have been supporting the ministry for many years. Safie was excited to greet 
each person and give thanks for their support. She is so thankful for the prayers and the excitement 
shown for God's work in Sierra Leone. I was able to officiate with Safie as we served communion during 
the service. She was excited to participate in this part of the ministry. Each part of the communion service 
was important to her and she served with great energy. The people were excited for her and felt blessed 
to be part of this moment. It brought me great joy to hear her pronounce the benediction to conclude the 
service.  

 

 

 

 

 (Jeff Fulp) “September the eighth was truly a day of celebration; moreover, it was if everyone 
in attendance looked in the rear-view mirror with amazement and praise as to what God had di-
rected Mohamed and Safie to accomplish in Luawa Yiehun.  We saw a library, three churches, 
and two schools.  Our eyes moved away from the mirror, and concentrated on the road 
ahead.  Safie did too.  Her installation as Provincial Acolyte was that exact turning point of our 
view - from the past where there were two, to the road ahead where there is one.  But that infec-
tious smile of Safie's during the Installation Service and Holy Communion told us that the road 
ahead was paved, and she now knew wholeheartedly that she had travel companions who, even 
though they had always been there, stepped closer to her side than ever before—Jesus, Safie's 
church family and supporters, and Mohamed in spirit.   

 

 

 

      Donna Hurt with Safie  

 and her sister Nancy Momah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           “The paved road ahead has new things coming 
             toward us as we travel on—a fourth church;  
             teacher dormitories; and, well, just ask Safie -  
             Mohamed gave her the keys, and now she's  
             driving!”                                                                      

By Bishop Sam Gray 

 

 

 .  

 

SAFIE RECEIVED AS AN ACOLYTE FOR SIERRA LEONE 



 

 

  

   On Saturday, September 14th, volunteers from Charlotte’s St. Matthew Catho-

lic Church, the Christian Responders of St Matthew Catholic Church, Catholic 

Charities Diocese of Charlotte, and the Yadkin View RCC traveled to Lumber-

ton, NC to work on Butch Freeman’s new home.  The work team was split into 

two groups.  One worked inside the house painting the trim molding.  The other 

group stayed outside and painted the exterior of the foundation walls.    

        

    To prepare the exterior wall for painting, a trench was dug, and the dirt was 

pulled away from the foundation wall.  This allowed the painting to extend below 

ground level so an unpainted surface would not be visible if the land settled 

around the house.  The wall was then thoroughly washed using a cleaning solu-

tion to prepare it for painting.  Team members brush painted near the siding, at 

ground level, and around electrical cabinets and conduit.  Others followed be-

hind using rollers to paint the remaining part of the wall.  Once the paint had 

dried, a second coat was applied. 

 

 

    As part of the 1-year anniversary of Hurricane Florence, an inspec-

tion group that included North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper and 

Lumberton Mayor Bruce Davis was visiting several project sites in the 

area. Midmorning they stopped by Butch’s house.  The group toured 

the site, talked with the work team, and expressed their appreciation 

for everyone volunteering their time, talent, and financial support to 

help a fellow North Carolinian in his time of need.  Before leaving, 

Governor Cooper led everyone in prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   By  Smitty Welborn 
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GOVERNOR COOPER VISITS LUMBERTON HOUSE 

Smitty Welborn & St. Matthew Lady 

   Mayor Bruce Davis, Manager Jeff Wade, Gov. Roy Cooper 

Butch, Homeowner, Center, Dark sleeveless shirt 



 

 GOVERNOR COOPER VISITS LUMBERTON 
   
                                                                                                                 
        
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   From the time the initial discussions were held about the project between the Yadkin View RCC and the North Carolina United Methodist 
Disaster Relief until this past weekend when our brothers and sisters in Christ who traveled from Charlotte, St. Matthew Catholic Church, the 
Christian Responders of St Matthew Catholic Church and Catholic Charities, God’s presence has been felt.  The needed project support has 
been completed thanks to Chestnut Street Methodist Church offering living facilities for the Christian Responders of St. Matthew Catholic 
Church and Catholic Charities Diocese of Charlotte providing both financial and volunteer support, along with other church groups and local 
businesses which have helped.                      

   Not only was much accomplished during this day of work, but many new friendships were created.  Butch’s home looks fantastic.  With wa-

ter and electrical hook-ups soon to be done, the completion of the project is on the horizon.  The home’s blessing is planned in the October 

time frame.    

 

 

    Just a day before they were to head back home, the Raiford family – 
Phil, Eunice, Ian and Hannah – visited us at Mizpah.  As we were wel-
coming them before the service began, six-year-old Ian let us know 
that, “we are missionaries!”  Ministering to the Mixe people of Oaxaca, 
Mexico, Phil works as a church planter and Eunice as the only doctor 
in a village of 1,500 people.   

While many of the people in their village identify as Catholic, they still 
hold to animist beliefs and rituals, believing that many different spirits 
govern and direct their lives.  They do not believe in salvation, and there 
is very much a culture of fear as they constantly try to appease the 
spirits. 

    Phil shared that in the last year they had lost a dear friend, but that the Lord had used this tragedy to open doors 
for him and Eunice to share Jesus.  They were able to offer the family a risen, victorious Christ who can free them 
from the fear of death.  “Much of what we are called to do is to cry with those who cry and laugh with those who 
laugh.  We go and live with them and suffer with them because no one else has ever done that.” 

    In the last few years, Phil has helped build a much-needed playground in the village.  With the help of a friend 
from Wycliffe Bible Translators, they were able to share the Bible in the dialect of the Mixe people.  “God continually 
shows us he loves these people, where they are, who they are.  People are being discipled and are coming to the 
Lord.”   

    Please pray for the Raifords’ ministry in Oaxaca and for Ian as he begins first grade – as a missionary! 

By Judy Albert 
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Smitty & Lynette Welborn &  Gov. Roy Cooper (Center) Ann Wade, Chestnut United Methodist Church 

RAIFORDS SPEAK AT MIZPAH 



 

 

ESTAMOS UNIDOS CELEBRATES 1ST ANNIVERSARY 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  "The 1st year anniversary celebration for Estamos Unidos Moravian Ministries was on Wednesday, September 25th. 
The room at Sunnyside Ministry was packed (as it is almost every Wednesday evening) with children and adults from 
the community. There was bilingual Bible Study (many people received a gift of Spanish Bibles), a slideshow of mem-
ories from the past year, an adaptation of "Las Mañanitas" written by Sam, the regular classes (English, Spanish, 
classes for small children, guitar, keyboard, etc.), plus hot dogs, chips, ice cream and cake! Sam is honored to be part 
of this growing ministry led by the Rev. Angélica Regalado Cieza."                                                            

                                                                                             
 Estamos Unidos, an educational ministry of the Moravian Church Southern Province under the leadership of the Rev. Angelica 

Regalado Cieza, shares the love of Christ with our Hispanic brothers and sisters through a variety of educational and community-

building activities. It is held on Wednesday evenings from 5:00pm to 7:00pm, our program currently includes snacks for kids, a 

Bible study/devotion, two English as a Second Language (ESL) classes, one Spanish class, children’s activities, and at least two 

music classes (guitar and keyboards). 

 This ministry started with a provincial call in 2017, to create and develop a new and emerging ministry to immigrants in Forsyth 

County. We started with community meetings at Sunnyside Ministry and Trinity Moravian because we wanted to reach out to the 

Southside area of Winston Salem. Along with meeting with other organizations and churches, we tried once a year educational 

events. In September 2018, we started our weekly Wednesday night program, after having some people interested in a more per-

manent program. We reached out to the immediate community through Sunnyside Ministry. We started with a few families; how-

ever, by now we are about 65 people (including adults and children). We are starting a teen group on Saturday afternoons and 

partnering with Sunnyside Ministry, we are teaching financial literacy in Spanish on Fridays. If you want to know more about us or 

find ways to volunteer, contact the Rev. Angelica Regalado Cieza at 336-770-9708 or aregalado@mcsp.org 

Mission Statement 

Estamos Unidos Moravian Ministry is here to reach out to our Hispanic brothers and sisters in the Winston-Salem community to 

share God’s faith, love, and hope through the provision of educational opportunities that allow positive change for their future. 

Vision Statement 

Our goal is to present our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, to our Hispanic brothers and sisters in the community through service 

and education. In doing so, we strive to build a supportive community that reaches beyond the barriers of language and culture, 

allowing us to discover God at work in the world around us.  

By The Rev. Angelica Regalado 

     Bishop Sam Gray, Contributor 
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PRAY EVERY DAY—OCTOBER 2019 

 
 
1.  Sunday. Thanks be to God for His incredible gift. Pray for Safie Braima and the church in Sierra Leone. 
2. There is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Pray for the Thiessens, 
Mexico. 
3.  I will wait for God who is hiding His face from the house of Jacob. Pray for those suffering loss due to 
flooding and fires. 
4.  No one after lighting a lamp puts it under a lamp, but on a lampstand to give light to the whole house. 
Pray for the BWM meeting in PA. 
5.  At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, in heaven, on earth, and under the earth. Pray for Dr. Ben-
no and Teresa Marx.                                
6.  Be devoted to one another in love. Pray for Alas de Socorro in Honduras. 
7.  Take my yoke upon you, learn from me; I am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest for your 
soul. Pray for the Harrisons with Greek University. 
8.  Sunday. ”For this I was born. For this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.” Pray for Armando 
Rusindo Foundation. 
9.  The Father said to the older son,”You are always with me all that is mine is yours. Justin Rabbach and 
BWM” 
10.  The Lord God is a sun and a shield. Pray for the Sineaths in Campus Outreach.  

11.  Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness. Pray for Steve and Ann Marx 

with MAF. 
12.  My prayer is that your Love will overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight. Pray for Unity 
Women’s Desk. 
13.  Because Jesus was tested by what He suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. Pray for 
the Hoffman’s in HIV/Aids ministry. 
14.  I will set over them one shepherd and He will feed them. Pray for Brian and Heather Marx with MAF. 
15.  Sunday. I love you my Lord and my strength. Pray for Jenna and Andrew Craver in Bethel, Alaska. 
16.  Seek good and not evil so you may live. Pray for Moravian Volunteer Resources & Chris, Director of 
Mission Engagement.  
17.  Jesus rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.  Pray for the House blessing ser-
vice in Lumberton, NC at 11:00 a.m. 
18.  I delight in the ways of your decrees as much as all riches. Pray for Moravian Clinic and Church in Hon-
duras. 
19.  We must pay greater attention to what we have heard, so we do not drift away from it. Pray for the food 
program in Sierra Leone. 
20. The Pharisees asked, ”Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” Pray for Allen and 
DeeDee Iobst in Spain. 
21.  Lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight paths for your feet. Pray 
for Michael and Brenda Brent in Croatia. 
22.  Sunday. Lead me in your truth, and teach me. Pray for Charlie and Brenda Brent in Texas. 
23.  The bows of the mighty are broken but the feeble gird on strength. Pray for Adopt A Village in Tanza-
nia. 
24.  I will give them a heart to know that I am the Lord. Pray for 16 Mission Areas and 5 Mission Provinces. 
25.  Justice, and only justice you shall pursue. Pray for Kevin and Charity in the Middle East. 
26.  In the fear of the Lord one has strong confidence. Pray for R and B in the Sudan. 
27.  Give us this day our daily bread. Pray for the growing Moravian churches in Cuba. 
28.  Cast your burden on the Lord and he will sustain you. Pray for those who went on short-term mission 
trips this summer. 
29.  Sunday. There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment. Pray for Moravian camp and con-
ference centers. 
30.  Put my tears in your bottle. Are they not in your record? Pray for Annie B Mission at Star Mountain.             
31.  The Father has sent his son as the Savior of the world.  Pray for the Teshes on furlough from Kenya. 

 
 
                helengulledge1090@gmail.com 

                     7 



ONWARD  

500 S. Church St.  

Winston-Salem, NC 27101  

336-773-1732  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

  
      

       
                                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
              MUSIC        WORSHIP 
 
 
 
          
        BIBLE STUDY     FELLOWSHIP    

ESTAMOS UNIDOS CELEBRATES 1ST ANNIVERSARY 


