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HAVE YOU EVER BEEN in 
a class, lecture, or even a 
church service and found 
your mind starting to 
wander? It is sometimes 
a momentary and sincere 
reflection on an idea or a 
word; however, it can also 
be a sign of your fatigue or 
lack of focus. I wish I was 
more aligned with the for-
mer but honestly, I identify 

more with the latter. We all 
have so many responsibili-
ties and things we want to 
do that blocking them out 
can be extremely difficult. 

 When Justin and I were 
discussing the theme for 
this annual report and 
he mentioned “Joy to the 
World,” I instantly recalled 
being at a conference in 
Waspam, Nicaragua. We 
were leading a mission 
conference at a church and 
it had been going on for 
several hours. It was hot 
and the large lunch of rice 
and beans was begin-
ning to drive most of the 
attendees towards a nap. 
I must have also started 
to wander in my thoughts 
when I heard the pastor 
exclaim, “Everyone stand 
up and sing “Joy to the 
World”. Instantly, the entire 
church stood straight up 
and began to belt the words 

like it was Christmas Day.  A 
pretty drowsy congregation 
was collectively energized 
and activated by this jolt of 
joyous melody.

 As I sit and write these 
words, the world is currently 
dealing with the effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
We are all experiencing 
changes to our daily lives 
and our minds all too often 
wander to anxious thought. 
It is my hope that as you 
read the words that follow 
and see the examples of 
peace, hope, and love in 
the world that we will all be 
like those congregants in 
Waspam that day. We will 
be energized and activated 
by the joy all around us 
as we embark in missions 
together.

 What joyous melody will 
we sing together?   l
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Note: I wrote the words be-
low in early March, before 
the full extent of the impact 
of the pandemic were 
known. I have chosen not to 
adapt the words, as I feel 
they are still an important 
reflection on our work in 
2019. Additionally, as glob-
al partners have reached 
out to us for support and 
guidance, I have felt our 
relationships strengthen 
and deepen. More now 
than ever, it is important for 
the BWM to offer “Joy to the 
World”… and to remember 
our faith is a light, shining 
even in the darkest hours. 

 THE YEARLY WATCH-
WORD for the Board of 
World Mission (BWM) 
guides our work and helps 
keep our daily details 
focused on the overarching 
call throughout scripture to 
be a part of God’s mission. 
This year, the watchword 
for the BWM is from John 
16:24 – “Ask and you shall 
receive so your joy may be 
complete.” 
 As the BWM staff 
thought about the many 
things that bring us JOY in 

our work, we could think 
of no better theme for this 
year’s annual report than 
“Joy to the World.” The song 
by this title instantly brings 
to mind a very specific time 
of year, yet, the message of 
the song, the proclamation 
of the coming of our Lord, 
certainly is timely any day 
of the year.  
 An annual report can 
be viewed the same way. 
Each year around the 
same time, we hope to put 
together a message that 
shares the impact and 
importance of the work 
of the BWM. But, it is the 
year round, day in and day 
out work that makes the 
celebration of this work in 
this way so special. 

 For each Mission Grant, 
we could share a story for 
each step of the pro-
cess: the application, the 
global partner leadership 
endorsement, the review 
by the Mission Outreach 
Committee, the staff admin-
istration of the international 
wire-transfer, the individual 
who oversaw program im-
plementation and reported 

back, and the individuals 
and community who 
benefited from the program. 
In order to see the joy on 
many faces throughout this 
report, it took a COMPLETE 
team effort. 

 Thank you for your sup-
port of the BWM as we live 
out the Great Commission 
and the Great Command-
ment, which is just another 
way of saying, thank you for 
helping us bring JOY TO THE 
WORLD!  l 
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Note: The COVID-19 
Pandemic delayed the pub-
lishing of this report, and, 
as of printing, we add this 
note to the report below 
to share that BWM staff 
remains in contact with all 
global partners. We have 
responded with emergency 
funding to help provide 
access to food, water and 
transportation, as well as 
capital needed to sustain 
several sustainable projects 
in a difficult time. 

 Additionally, in June 
2020, Rt. Rev. Sam Gray, 
who had served as Director 
of Mission Outreach for 
BWM, accepted the call to 
serve as pastor of New Phil-
adelphia Moravian Church 
in Winston-Salem, N.C. We 
thank Sam for his 14 years 
of service on the staff and 
the tremendous work he 
did to further the spread 
of the Gospel in word and 
deed. We wish him well in 
the next stage of his minis-
try as he continues his call 
to mission in a new way. 

 IN 2019 WE 
STRENGTHENED our part-
nership with Little Church 
on the Lane and worked 
together in the ongoing 
development of the Sierra 
Leone Mission Area. There 
are now five Moravian con-
gregations in Sierra Leone. 
They were represented at 
the first National Confer-

ence of the Sierra Leone 
Mission Area. The Moravian 
Secondary School (that 
now has over 500 students) 
was recognized by the 
Sierra Leone government 
as a government-assisted 
school. 

 We worked together 
with leaders in the Peru 
Mission Area to focus on 
sharing the good news 
with people in the Ama-
zon Moravian District and 
outreach efforts in Chiclayo 
and Lima. Two people from 
the Amazon, along with 
leaders from six Moravian 
congregations and minis-
tries, took part in leadership 
development courses 
offered in partnership with 
Moravian Theological Semi-
nary.

 These classes were 
also offered to pastors and 
leaders in the Cuba Mission 
Province, with 14 men and 
women from all across the 
island in attendance.

  The BWM Executive 
Director and the Director of 
Mission Engagement visited 
the Labrador Mission Prov-
ince where, despite some 
weather-related challenges, 
they were able to renew our 
partnership and plan some 
upcoming opportunities for 
pastoral and lay leadership 
trainings.  l

—Sam Gray

MISSION 
OUTREACH



BWM’S WATCHWORD, “Ask 
and you will receive, so that 
your joy may be complete” 
(John 16:24), is found in 
a passage where Jesus 
speaks of the joy and pain 
of childbirth.  When we join 
with our partners in ministry 
around the world, seeking 
to allow Christ to be born 
in us today, we share our 
mutual joys and we bear 
our mutual burdens.

 At the Synod of the 
Eastern West Indies 
Province, much of the 
focus was outward (Tortola, 
Grenada, Haiti, evangelism 
efforts) while continuing to 
address the ongoing pain 
and suffering resulting from 
hurricanes Irma and Maria.

 The Costa Rica Province 
celebrated another Youth 
and Congregational Mission 
Conference, following up on 
a conference in 2018, both 

of these led by BWM staff 
members.

 We continue to work 
with the Honduras Unity 
Province in supporting 
the medical ministry of 
the Ahuas Clinic and the 
Infant Feeding Program 
in nearby communities. 
Mission Grants have helped 
to strengthen the efforts of 
both the Honduras Unity 
Province and the Honduras 
Mission Province. These 
grants have also helped our 
partners in the Moravian 
Church in Western Tanzania 
to continue sharing the 
good news among Sukuma 
people and expand the 
facilities of the Tabora 
Medical Dispensary.

 We are walking with 
the Moravian Church in 
Nicaragua through a period 
of conflict and division. We 

GLOBAL 
PARTNERS

ask for continued prayers 
that the God of hope might 
bring joy and peace to all 
of our Nicaraguan brothers 
and sisters.

 A major focus has been 
on leadership development. 
We have carried out or 
facilitated the translation of 
important Moravian docu-
ments (Church Order of the 
Unitas Fratrum; The Ground 
of the Unity; The Moravian 
Covenant for Christian 
Living) into Spanish and/
or Miskitu, and continue 
to work in partnership 
with Moravian Theological 
Seminary on the develop-
ment and production of 
leadership development 
courses that can be offered 
throughout the Moravian 
Worldwide Unity.  l

Joy
T O  T H E
WORLD



AS THE DIRECTOR OF 
MISSION SERVICE, I have 
the privilege of hearing 
of the joy that volunteers 
experience as they live out 
their faith through service. 
We find hope through the 
joy-filled reflections and 
photographs from several 
of the eighty-six faithful 
servants who responded 
to God’s call in 2019. 
Here are reflections from 
three places where service 
occurred in 2019: 

 JAMAICA: “During 
our nightly devotions, we 
realized that mission work 
is done in many forms--
painting houses, provid-
ing financial support for 
materials, playing dominoes 
or soccer, or building per-
sonal relationships with our 
brothers and sisters in other 
ways. In Jamaica, this is all 

done in God’s love and the 
joy is multiplied. Knowing 
that mission work can at 
times be easy and at times 
take searching deep within 
your soul to give a bit more 
of yourself to fit the needs 
of another’s culture, we 
felt rewarded and fulfilled 
at the end of each day’s 
experience.”

 CUBA: “The opportunity 
to be part of Camp Cuba 
was such a gift in so many 
ways, especially with regard 
to the relationships that 
developed. The Eastern 
District partnered with the 
Board of World Mission in 
this cross-cultural, leader-
ship training camp ministry, 
and relational community 
ministry outreach. It was a 
privilege to experience the 
greater Moravian Church 
through our shared faith 

and ministries.”

 U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS: 
“St. John is a beautiful 
place with wonderful 
people; relationships are 
more important than fences 
being built; God always 
has us under His wing. The 
residents of St. John were 
grateful even with all that 
was lost to Hurricane Maria 
and the slow rebuilding of 
their church.” 

 With the inspiration of 
these stories of living in 
relationship with God and 
each other, may our experi-
ence of faith take us places 
that open our hearts, minds 
and souls to God’s enduring 
presence.  l 

 —Jill Kolodziej

ANTIOCH/MISSION SERVICE 



OVER THE COURSE OF MY 
LIFE, I have learned that 
the people who seem the 
most selfish also happen 
to be the most unhappy. 
Conversely, the folks that I 
know to be genuinely happy 
are the ones who most 
keenly look out for others.   
I have observed the same 
to be true for congregations 
as well.  Congregations 
that are concerned most 
for their own needs are 
often unhappy places, while 
those engaged with their 
neighbors near and far tend 
to be more joyful.

  Jesus lived this truth 
himself.  Wherever he 
went, he was continually 
engaged with those around 
him and, as a result, knew 
what needs were present. 
Examples are easy to find: 
a blind man on the side of 
the road, 5,000 (or more) 
hungry people, a woman 
hemorrhaging, a sick 
child, grieving sisters of a 
deceased brother, just to 

name a few.  To paraphrase 
John 3:16 we might say, 
“For God so loved the world 
that he gave us his son 
so that he might be fully 
engaged in the world.”

  As the Director of 
Mission Engagement for the 
Board of World Mission, it is 
my honor to help congrega-
tions to be more engaged 
with and in mission to the 
world around them.  In 
the past year, it has been 
my pleasure to be able to 
preach at mission-empha-
sis Sundays in congre-
gations such as Cannan, 
Central, Home, Raleigh, 
Newfoundland, Watertown, 
Wisconsin Rapids, and 
Calvary (Allentown).  It has 
been a joy to help lead 
programming at Mission 
Camp at Laurel Ridge, lead 
the program on the history 
of Moravian Missions at the 
Young Adult Convo in St. 
Thomas and St. John, and 
to provide the program for 
the Union Cross congrega-

tion at its annual retreat.  
I have done training for 
groups about to set out 
on mission trips to places 
such as Honduras, Tortola, 
St. Thomas, St. John and 
Nepal.  I have seen a lot of 
joy AND a lot of passion!

  As your congregation 
seeks to be more joyfully 
engaged in your local or 
global neighborhood, how 
can I help you? l

—Chris Giesler

MISSION 
ENGAGEMENT
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WE WISH THAT EVERY DAY 
would bring good weather, 
perfect health and safe 
neighborhoods. But our world 
is full of unpredictability and 
sometimes disasters come.  
Floods, hurricanes, earth-
quakes and disease are part 
of the fabric of this world. 
Each time a child of God suf-
fers, the body of Christ (the 
Church) is called to reach out 
in Jesus’ name to assist. 

  The Moravian Disaster 
Response (MDR) Fund is 
supported by congrega-
tions and members of the 
Moravian congregations who 
respond to our appeals when 
our brothers and sisters in 
Christ around the world are 
suffering.  

 In the past year, we have 
helped to fund hurricane 
relief efforts in St. Thomas, St. 
John, Tortola, the Bahamas, 
flood relief to Malawi, and 
support following a devas-
tating fire in the Moravian 
Village of Wupperthal, South 
Africa. Closer to home, we 
have helped to support 
four mission team trips to 
help with rebuilding efforts 
following the hurricanes in 

Wilmington and Burgaw, N.C., 
and sent funding to provide 
relief following the fires in 
California. 

 As this report was being 
written, the Board of World 
Mission extended $13,500 in 
grants to 58 North American 
congregations and agencies 
to help with unexpected 
expenses in response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Many 
congregations used these 
funds to purchase Zoom 
subscriptions and computer 
upgrades to help them put 
their worship services online. 
Others have used the grants 
to cover added mailing costs 
or to bolster food pantry 
stocks for neighbors in need.

 This work would not be 
possible without the gener-
osity of congregations and 
individuals being compas-
sionate givers to the MDR 
Fund. We continue to ask for 
your support because these 
disasters will only continue.  
We ask that your gifts be 
made to the fund itself, and 
not to a specific area, so that 
we can mobilize funds to 
where they are most needed 
at the moment. l

A SAVINGS FUND IS CRUCIAL  
WHEN DISASTER STRIKES

MORAVIAN DISASTER 
RESPONSE (MDR) 

As we have all learned, 
emergencies happen.  Most 
of them happen quickly 
and without warning. The 
Board of World Mission’s 
Moravian Disaster Relief 
Fund is trying to prepare in 
advance for disasters such 
as hurricanes, tornadoes, 
floods and other unplanned 
events. When we have 
funds in our account, we 

are able to respond quickly 
to our partners when they 
need our support the most. 
Would you consider a 
recurring donation to the 
Board of World Mission to 
help us be prepared for the 
next disaster? Please visit 
www.moravianmission.org/
give for further information 
on how you can become a 
donor. 



SNIPPETS OF
THE BWM WATCHWORD FOR THIS YEAR is John 16:24 - 
“Ask and you shall receive so your joy may be complete.” 

 Your joy would probably be much more complete 
if you would have the opportunity to meet some of the 
people referenced in this report face to face. So, we share 
with you these joyful faces and these “snippets of joy” from 
around the world:

▲ the faces of participants 
at the National Conference in 
Peru when delegates from the 
newly formed Amazon District 
spoke and sang in Aguaruna

▲ the faces of participants at 
the National Conference in Si-
erra Leone when they elected 
their first steering committee 
(and broke into joyful song and 
dance!)

▼  the faces of students 
at Leadership Development 
courses in Cuba, Peru and 
Sierra Leone as they learned 
about their rich heritage and 
extended family as Moravians 
in the Worldwide Unity

▲ the faces of Raleigh Moravians as they 
explored ways of being in partnership with 
Moravians in Costa Rica

▼ the faces of Costa Rican Moravians taking part in a  
conference and discerning new ways to be involved in God’s 
mission in the world

▼ the faces of children at 
Ray of Hope in Kenya, taking 
part in Vacation Bible School 

activities 

▲ the faces of women 
in the Honduras Mission 
Province taking part in a 

conference and joining 
together in joyful worship 

each evening

▼ the faces of mothers 
whose infants are being 
fed and nourished by 
the Infant Feeding 
Program

▲ the faces of 
victims of disasters 
as they see their 
brothers and sisters 
reaching out to 
support them and be 
present with them

▼  the faces of preschool 
children in Nepal when they meet 

teachers and volunteers from 
other parts of the world

▼ the faces of children learning 
keyboard skills at Estamos 

Unidos Ministries in  
Winston-Salem

Joy



BWM OFFERS MISSION GRANTS for the areas of leadership development, mission 
outreach, and economic strengthening. Grants have been disbursed for projects 
such as an evangelistic outreach ministry among Sukuma people in Tanzania, a 
motorcycle for the Ahuas Clinic in Honduras, a “chalupa” riverboat and motor for 
the Amazon Region of Peru, leadership capacity-building in Western Tanzania, the 
sale of gasoline and diesel in Honduras, a health dispensary in Western Tanzania, 
construction of the superintendent’s house in Honduras, and more... a few of 
these grants are highlighted on these pages. 

SIERRA LEONE
We read in Acts chapter 1 that Jesus told 
his followers that they would be witnesses 
in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the 
ends of the earth. Acts chapter 8 tells the 
story of one of those witnesses, Philip. 
When he shared the good news in Sa-
maria, there was “great joy” (Acts 8:8). 

 The Sierra Leone Mission Committee 
recognized that there are still many “Sa-

HONDURAS MISSION PROVINCE
Sister Lucila Wood envisioned a gathering of women where they could 
learn about social transformation and improving quality of life in 
addition to acquiring practical skills in sewing, baking, crafts and other 
ways of supplementing their support. She applied for a grant that was 
used to help transport 70 women to the town of Paptalaya and to 
purchase materials for the conference. Local women housed and fed 
the participants to help lower the cost of this important conference. 

MISSION GRANTS

marias” (neglected or marginalized areas) 
where the good news can bring great joy. 
And now, there is technology available that 
might have made Philip’s task easier. The 
SLMC received a grant for the purchase of 
electronic equipment (electric generator, 
P.A. system, projectors, etc.) in order to 
bring the gospel (and joy!) to more villag-
es in eastern Sierra Leone.



PERU 
What do guinea pigs, a photography stu-
dio, a river boat, a laundromat and dairy 
products distribution all have in com-
mon? They are some of the projects that 
have been supported through Mission 
Grants in the Peru Mission Area. 

 Brother Joaquín Muro, president of 
the Peru Mission Area, decided to use 
his skills to start a sustainable source of 
income for his congregation in the city of 
Zaña. Guinea pigs (“cuy”) are considered 
a delicacy in Peru. Brother Muro had a 
small tract of land available and applied 
for a grant to purchase materials for cag-
es (which he built) and for enough male 
and female “cuy” to get the project going. 
And his investment is multiplying! 

HONDURAS UNITY PROVINCE
In 2019, the BWM funded the third year of a four year 
scholarship for Brother Hiloy Ramirez Lopez of the Hondu-
ran Unity Province. The BWM supports this scholarship as 
one step being taken to strengthen leadership and theo-
logical training in La Mosquitia, the rural area of Honduras 
where most of the Moravians in that country reside. When 
Hiloy completes his training, he will be able to assist in the 
training of pastors in a Moravian context closer to many 
students’ homes. This will help to increase the number of 
students who can afford the time and travel commitments 
to be trained as ordained leaders in the church.

 Brandon Lee Valencia has an import-
ant ministry in a marginalized suburb of 
Chiclayo, Peru, called “Ciudad de Dios” (City 
of God). He works with children in an af-
ter-school and weekend program, teaching 
them about Jesus and providing a safe and 
fun place for them to gather to sing, play 
games, learn and enjoy snacks provided 
by the local congregation. Brother Brandon 
applied for a Mission Grant that he used 
to set up a photography and videography 
studio. He charges a reasonable fee for 
producing videos and photo packages of 
weddings, birthdays, baptisms, new babies, 
etc. In this way, he is able to support him-
self and his ministry and also give a portion 
of the proceeds to the church.

Joy
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MATT SPIES

This summer, I had the priv-
ilege of being the Disaster 
Response intern for the 
BWM. I spent most of my 
summer in the mountains 
of Laurel Ridge assisting 
with four weeks of mission 
camp. Mission camp is a 
week-long opportunity to 
give back to the community 
in a meaningful way. Our 
time was spent painting 
walls, building decks, 
patching roofs, and repair-
ing homes in a number 
of ways. However, the real 
impact mission camp has 
made is creating relation-
ships with homeowners.

 In addition to my time 
at Laurel Ridge, I spent a 
few days in Lumberton and 
Wilmington, N.C., assisting 
with different disaster relief 
projects resulting from the 
latest hurricane. In both 
places, I was able to meet 
other Moravians from North 
Carolina and Sturgeon Bay, 
Wis. The greatest part of 
this opportunity with the 
BWM has definitely been 
the relationships I have 
made. This internship has 
truly made me feel more 
connected in the Moravian 
community.

KYRA TESSMANN

I started my BWM intern-
ship hoping to learn more 
about nonprofits and to find 
the next step in my career. 
While I did learn a lot, and I 
loved creating a fundraising 
plan to grow the Mission 
Grants fund, the biggest 
takeaway from my experi-
ence was the relationships 
I that developed along the 
way. I loved meeting, net-
working and learning from 
speakers and participants 
alike at the Moravian Wom-
en’s Conference in North 
Carolina. I was there to help 
fundraise at the BWM mer-
chandise booth, but I got to 
bond with, and be inspired 
by, all the participants. 

 Another highlight was 
co-leading the Camp Cuba 
2019 Mission Group. Even 
almost a year later after 
laughing and singing with 
the kids and leaders in 
that church camp, I still 
chat with my Cuban family 
almost weekly, and I cannot 
wait to return. I’m forever 
grateful for those oppor-
tunities that turned into 
friendships.

INTERNING WITH THE 
BOARD OF WORLD 
MISSION



DEB SWANSON
Executive Assistant

As I celebrate my fifth 
anniversary with the BWM 
this year, I am honored 
to be a part of this group 
of dedicated people who 
are committed to making 
a difference with others 
in this world while sharing 
God’s word.  

 In 2019, BWM added 
an online fundraising tool 
to make it easier for folks 
to support the work that 
we do. This tool, Tithe.ly, 
is a cloud-based funds 
collection application that 
allows our supporters to 
donate funds in a variety 
of ways. It also provides 
reports, alerts and donation 
tracking. Donors now have 
the option of donating on 
a recurring basis to help 
support the Board of World 
Mission and/or their fa-
vorite Mission Area. Please 
visit moravianmission.org/
give to sign up! 

REX KNOWLTON
Treasurer  
 
Within the staff of the 
BWM, the task performed 
by the Treasurer falls into 
the category of mending, 
not casting, of the nets as 
we go fishing around the 
world.  The tasks performed 
include: keeping the books, 
processing of payroll, main-
taining insurance coverage, 
paying our obligations 
accurately and timely, and 
doing so within the realm 
of acceptable accounting 
principles. I also network 
with our partners while 
managing our international 
wire transfers. 

 It is a privilege and a 
pleasure to work with the 
board, staff and our various 
partners providing support 
around the world.

SHEILA BEAMAN
Administrative Assistant 

We greatly rejoice for the 
many mission opportuni-
ties in which the Southern 
Province Mission office had 
involvement. There were 
great opportunities to learn 
in 2019…about Cuba at 
the Mission Awareness Din-
ner, about the Ray of Hope 
Orphanage at the Mission 
Lovefeast, about Alaska at 
a salmon bake.  It is a joy 
to help support volunteers 
who take part in mission 
work, and then to help set 
up events where they can 
tell the stories about their 
work. 

 “The Lord has done it 
this very day, let us rejoice.”  
Psalm 118

THOUGHTS FROM 
OUR STAFF
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THE PERU MORAVIAN MIS-
SION AREA was formally 
organized in 2012 and held 
its first National Conference 
in 2015. In 2019, the sec-
ond National Conference 
was planned by the Mission 
Area Board (elected at the 
first National Conference) 
and fraternal delegates 
from the Board of World 
Mission and the Northern 
Province were invited to 
attend. The conference took 
place in Chiclayo, Peru.

 There were delegates 
from the original four con-
gregations (two in Lima and 
two in Chiclayo). We also 
joyfully welcomed delegates 
from a newly incorporated 
congregation, Zaña; four 
delegates from the newly 
organized Amazon District; 
and representatives from 
outreach ministries in 
Chiclayo and Lima. 

 Each morning began 
with devotions followed by 
a workshop or training for 
the pastors and delegates 
in attendance. Throughout 
the day, plenary sessions 
were held in which reports 
from the congregations and 
ministries were presented. 
A highlight of these reports 
was when one of the 
delegates from the Amazon 
District spoke (in Aguaruna, 
with Spanish translation) 
on the work of the Moravian 
Church in villages on the 
Marañon River.  There 

were also reports on the 
present state of the projects 
supported by BWM Mission 
Grants.

 Each evening, the 
Conference delegates took 
part in joyful worship ser-
vices that were open to the 
general public. During one 
of those worship services, 
there was a graduation 
ceremony for students who 
completed their theolog-
ical studies through the 
online program of Dunamis 
International Ministries, 
founded and conducted by 
the outgoing president of 
the Peru Mission Area, the 
Rev. Christopher Valencia.

PERU NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE

 The closing wor-
ship time served as the 
installation service for the 
newly elected Mission Area 
Board. Brother Joaquín 
Muro was elected president 
of the Mission Area. In his 
acceptance remarks, he 
emphasized his commit-
ment to the outreach work 
in the Amazon District. That 
commitment was reinforced 
when, on the day after the 
conference, he traveled to 
the Amazon with BWM and 
Northern Province repre-
sentatives... and decided to 
stay for a whole week! lJoy

T O  T H E
WORLD



PSALM 30:11 SAYS, “You 
have turned my mourning 
into dancing; you have 
taken off my sackcloth and 
clothed me with joy.”

 Throughout 2019, many 
of us continued to mourn 
the passing of our dear 
brother, the Rev. Mohamed 
Braima. God used Brother 
Braima and Sister Safiatu 
Braima in wonderful ways to 
plant, nurture and cultivate 
the Sierra Leone Mora-
vian Mission Area. Sister 
Safie was accompanied 
in her grief by countless 
souls touched by Brother 
Mohamed’s ministry, and 
she courageously continues 
to carry out the work that 
she and her husband had 
begun. 

 At the First National 
Conference of the Sierra Le-
one Mission Area, “mourn-
ing” was literally turned into 
“dancing.” When the first 
official board (called the 
Sierra Leone Mission Area 
Steering Committee) was 
elected, all of the confer-

ence delegates jumped up 
and began singing... and 
dancing! This was a recog-
nition of God’s faithfulness 
to all generations, or, as 
Brother Mohamed often 
reminded everyone, “God is 
good... all the time!”

 Five delegates from 
each of the five Moravian 
congregations, two dele-
gates from the Moravian 
Secondary School, and 
Provincial acolyte, Sister 
Safie Braima, were joined 
by fraternal delegates from 
the Board of World Mission, 
the Sierra Leone Mission 
Committee, the Southern 
Province, and the World-
wide Unity. The fraternal 
delegates helped the Sierra 
Leone Moravians under-
stand and appreciate the 
global context of the church 
in Sierra Leone.

 Each of the five 
congregations reported on 
the present state of their 
ministries. The principal of 
the Moravian Secondary 
School spoke of the “good 

problems” that the institu-
tion is facing because of 
increased enrollment (now 
more than 500 students) 
and the challenge of main-
taining “quality” as well as 
“quantity.” Sister Safie sum-
marized the story of God’s 
faithfulness in the past and 
looked forward to how God 
will continue to work in new 
ways (and through more 
people) in the future.

 Much discussion took 
place concerning issues re-
lated to the ongoing devel-
opment of the Mission Area. 
The election of the Steering 
Committee was the high 
point of the Conference 
as the delegates rejoiced 
(in song and dance!) to 
see God’s faithfulness in 
continuing to call men and 
women to carry out the 
work that God began in 
them. l

SIERRA LEONE NATIONAL
CONFERENCE



This report was submitted 
in Spanish by Ted Riven, 
director of the Ahuas Clinic 
and translated by BWM 
staff for inclusion in this 
publication.  
 
THE CLINIC WAS FOUNDED 
on June 16, 1946, by mis-
sionaries and doctors from 
the United States of Amer-
ica through the Moravian 
Church. The purpose was to 
help people with limited fi-
nancial resources and help 
this area with a medical 
center since there was no 
center for medical care, so 
the clinic is defined as a 
nonprofit center, supporting 
the general population 
who do not have resources 
for supporting their basic 
needs for subsistence. 

 Since its foundation, 
the clinic has been oper-
ating with donations and 
subsidies sent by the BWM. 
Without such assistance, 
this medical center, that is 
of great importance for the 
restoration of many patients 
who come for their medical 
assistance, would cease to 
exist.

 In La Mosquitia, there 
have been many cases 
of prostate issues among 
male patients.  Almost 
80,000 Lempiras ($3,200) 

is required for surgery in 
cities such as San Pedro 
Sula or Tegucigalpa. Thanks 
to our Heavenly Father and 
the surgeon on site, we 
have helped many men with 
this issue. 

 The clinic provides care 
for 10 patients with HIV / 
AIDS who visit the hospital 
in Puerto Lempira. The 
clinic covers the round-trip 
expenses for their medical 
care with the help of funds 
sent from the Board of 
World Mission for special 
patients needing CD4 
evaluation every six months.

 The clinic does face 
challenges.  For example, 
because of the remote 
location of our facility, we 
always need to purchase 
medicines at an early date 
and hope our careful calcu-
lations are correct so they 
will arrive on time and keep 
the clinic properly supplied.   
 Despite challenges, in 
2019, the Ahuas Clinic saw 
nearly 3,500 patients. This 
included 171 births, 324 
surgeries and nearly 6,400 
lab tests.  
 Thank you for the ongo-
ing support of this medical 
work and ministry.  l

AHUAS CLINIC 
IN HONDURAS



THE MORAVIAN CHURCH 
OF WESTERN TANZANIA’S 
orphan care initiative is now 
in its twentieth year. Thir-
ty-three “Moravian Mamas” 
provide these children with 
food, clothing, medical care 
and scholarships for those 
pursuing education beyond 
secondary school.  

 Adopt a Village, 
launched by the Board of 
World Mission in 2006, pro-
vides most of the financial 
support for these children. 
Due to significant decreas-
es in contributions, no new 
orphans have been enrolled 
for the last two years. The 
number of participants has 
dropped to 2,800 from its 
zenith of 3,200 in 2017.

 Forty-one sacks of 
maize, each weighing 70 
pounds, were purchased 
and sent to the ten village 
orphan centers last May. 
The “Mamas” also distribute 
clothing donated by Moravi-
an Academy. 

 The new church in 
Mazinge, the sixteenth 
built since 2000, has 
been roofed. It is now fully 
functional and is used each 
Sunday. The small Sukuma 
congregation at Mwasa-
vanga began roofing their 
new church last July with 

funding provided by the 
Society for the Promotion of 
the Gospel.

 The sixteenth new well 
was completed last year at 
the village of Usipilo. 

 Fifteen new students 
joined the Special Needs 
School, which registers 
blind, deaf, or “slow learner” 
children. Total enrollment is 
now 96, fifteen of whom are 
albinos. 

 A two-year program at 
the Lusangi Bible School 
educates assistant pastors 
for the Moravian Church. 
Three students in each year 
are receiving total support 
from the Parker Scholarship 
Fund.

 The Sikonge Moravian 
Church is continuing its 
evangelism of the Sukuma, 
many of whom have never 
heard the name of Jesus. 
A total of 38 adults and 
47 children are attending 
services in the villages of 
Igulula and Mwasavanga 
each Sunday. 

 All of the above pro-
grams and projects have 
been funded by churches 
or individuals from North 
America. l

MISSION IN
 WESTERN TANZANIA

AHUAS CLINIC 
IN HONDURAS



THE BOARD OF WORLD MISSION (BWM) is 
grateful for the continued support provided 
for the ministries and mission work of the 
North American Moravian Church.  

 Northern, Southern and Alaskan Provin-
cial support remains the foundation of our 
funding, this year providing over 30% of our 
total.  Our investments provided stronger 
than usual returns. Donor restricted invest-
ments provided over 11% of total support 
and those without restrictions almost 20%.  
Contributions from a variety of sources, 
such as individual donors, account for over 
12% with donor restriction, and another 
over 6% without restriction.  The Society for 
Promoting the Gospel supported over 12% 
of our total income this year with the Larger 
Life Foundation, other Provincial support 
and the Southern Mission Society providing 
over 5% of the total.  All of these contribu-
tions allow us to present our programs on 
behalf of all Moravians across the globe.

SUPPORT AND REVENUE 
For the year ended December 31, 2019 
Board of World Mission of the Moravian Church 

Northern, Southern, Alaska Provinces  $480,925 

Larger Life Foundation $26,398

Society for Promoting the Gospel $196,590

Mission Society, Southern Province  $25,000 

Other Provincial Support $37,690

Investment Returns w/o Donor Restriction $307,524

Investment Returns with Donor Restriction $177,545

Contributions w/o Donor Restriction $103,916

Contributions with Donor Restriction $197,266

Total Support and Revenue $1,552,854

Northern, Southern, 
Alaska Provinces

Society for Promoting 
the Gospel

Investment Returns w/o 
Donor Restriction

Larger Life 
Foundation

Southern Province 
Mission Society

Other Provincial 
Support

Contributions w/o 
Donor Restriction

Investment Returns with 
Donor Restriction

Contributions with  
Donor Restriction

FINANCIAL REPORT
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 We are extremely grateful for our 
partnership with the Moravian Ministries 
Foundation as they, and Wells Fargo, assist 
with our ability to get the needed funds in 
other countries.  Each month, we send from 
three to 15 wire-transfers to all corners of 
the globe, often with challenges, in order to 
support our mission. This year, we released 
wires to 19 different countries using 28 
unique wire templates.

 Our disbursements, depicted in the 
graphic, include our expenses and releases 
from our exchange accounts. Exchanges, 
or support for a specific outreach for which 
the BWM acts as a conduit for passage, 
represent another significant part of our 
mission work.  

 The direct program costs include much 
of the effort of our front-line staff as they 
travel to various global communities.  Our 
historic partners, as well as many areas 
being served through our Mission Grant 
program, comprise the 19 countries 
reached financially this year. With natural 
disasters occurring both abroad and in 
United States, our support has also served 
people domestically. The MDR RV, which 
hosted mission teams onsite for disasters, 
was stationed in three different areas of the 
U.S. at different times this year.  

 Every effort is made to keep our admin-
istrative cost as low as possible, this year 
being under twenty percent.  

 For additional information or a copy of 
the audited financial statements, please 
contact Deb Swanson or myself at the 
Bethlehem office of the BWM.  Thank you 
for your support of this important outreach.

—Rex Knowlton, Treasurer

EXPENDITURES 
For the year ended December 31, 2019 
Board of World Mission of the Moravian Church 

Direct Program Costs 

    Partner Province Support $499,235

    Mission Programs/Initiatives 465,291

 Support and Administration $239,874

Total Expenditures $1,204,400
 
  

Mission Programs/Initiatives

Partner Province Support

Support & Administration

The board and staff of the Board of World Mission thank 
the contributors who provided articles, information,  

photographs and other material for this year’s 
 Annual Report. 

Originally published as a special section of  The Moravian 
Magazine, this Annual Report is also available in digital 

format from the BWM. 

Design by Mike Riess, IBOC  

©2020, Board of World Mission.  
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BOARD OF
WORLD MISSION 
of the Moravian Church • North America

OFFICES:
Board of World Mission 
1021 Center St.
Bethlehem, PA 18018
610.868.1732

Board of World Mission
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Winston-Salem, NC 27101
336.773.1732

WEB:
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Yes! I wish to make a financial contribution to the work of the Board of World  
Mission, Moravian Church in North America.

I would like to donate $     to the Board of World Mission for the purposes of:

	 q	Helping where it is needed.

	 q	Helping a specific program:      

  100% of your donation will go directly to mission programming.

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________

City/Town: __________________ State: _____ ZIP Code: _________

q	I would like to be a Friend of BWM and receive your newsletter and periodic  
information about mission opportunities.

q	The BWM may contact me by email. My email address: _____________________

Checks must be made payable to "Board of World Mission." 
Please mail your tax-deductible donation to:  
The Board of World Mission, 1021 Center St., Bethlehem, PA 18018 
or visit us at www.moravianmission.org to donate online.

Board of World Mission staff and directors engage you to take part in the common 
mission of the BWM: Mission Outreach—using our gifts to support ministries with our 
partners around the world.

STAFF:
Sheila Beaman, Administrative Asst., Winston-Salem 
sbeaman@mcsp.org or sheila@moravianmission.org

Chris Giesler, Director of Mission Engagement 
chris@moravianmission.org

Jill Kolodziej, Director of Mission Service 
jill@moravianmission.org

Rex Knowlton, Accountant/Treasurer 
rex@moravianmission.org

Justin Rabbach, Executive Director 
justin@moravianmission.org

Deb Swanson, Executive Asst., Bethlehem 
deb@mcnp.org or deb@moravianmission.org


