
 

 

District Developments            
 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 
I greet you in the name of our 
Chief Elder as we embark on this 
new year of possibilities! I am 
writing on behalf of the Eastern 
District Executive Board in order 
to make you aware of a district 
staffing change this year. Per-
haps you recall our previous dis-
trict synod of 2021, which ap-
proved a decreased budget for 
district staff and charged the 
EDEB with discerning and im-
plementing a plan. This was 
mainly a result of decreasing dis-
trict common ministries collec-
tions. 
 
Throughout 2022, we found a 
way to maintain our two full-
time staff positions (Director of 
Christian Education and Director 
of Youth and Young Adult Min-
istry). The EDEB made the diffi-
cult decision to end the position 
of Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry as of December 
31, 2022. This decision is not a 
reflection on the importance of 
this ministry, the importance of 
the youth and young adults in our 
district, or the effectiveness of 
the work of our director. It is 
simply an acknowledgement that 
we cannot afford a full-time staff 
person dedicated to this work at 
this time.  
 
The EDEB accepts both the bur-
den and privilege of discerning 
the way forward with regard to 
ministry with and to youth and  

 
young adults. We have begun 
making contacts with the leaders 
in our various regions to gain a 
deeper understanding of these 
ministries, and we will explore 
the most effective ways to equip 
current and future ministry. 
Surely this is a time for creativity 
and openness to the Spirit’s lead-
ing as we forge a new path. We 
are blessed with dedicated lead-
ers of all ages who are engaged 
in vibrant ministries throughout 
the district.  
 
We are deeply grateful to the 
Rev. Cynthia Rader Geyer for 
her years of faithful service in 
the position of Director of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministry. 
Throughout this time, Sister 
Cynthia has led by example and 
shared her expertise and gifts. 
She has challenged our district to 
be open to the changes necessary 
for our congregations to be wel-
coming of people of all ages. She 
has taught us what it means to 
share leadership with young peo-
ple and help them understand 
their true value as disciples. She 
created and nurtured connections 
between youth of varying geog-
raphy and showed us how to lis-
ten to their passion for ministry. 
She has taught us about models 
for mission and led youth and 
adults alike to explore God’s call 
to mission. She has been a re-
source and friend, walking 
alongside our congregations and 
pastors as we live out the minis-
try to which God calls us.  

 
As of January 1, 2023, Sister 
Cynthia has accepted a tempo-
rary call to district service, where 
she will be working with the 
EDEB on a variety of ministries. 
I ask you to join us in upholding 
her in prayer, offering your grati-
tude for her ministry and your 
support as she and the EDEB ex-
plore her next opportunities and 
possible ministry settings.  
 
As 2023 begins, please know that 
we are grateful for you and the 
ministry you carry out within 
your congregations, agencies, 
and communities. May God bless 
our partnership as we experience 
and share God’s love. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Melissa 
 
The Rev. Melissa L. Johnson  
President, Eastern District Exec-
utive Board 
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Reflections on 2022 from  
Executive Director Justin Rabbach 

 
The end of one year and the 
beginning of another is a perfect time 
to look back in reflection and ahead 
in anticipation. As the year ended, we 
lit the Advent candles of Hope, Peace, 
Joy, and Love, and I gave thanks for 
the many ways in which those things 
were reflected in our work. 
 
We shared HOPE through the 
Moravian Disaster Response (MDR) 
program. Natural disasters take no 
breaks, and the La Mosquitia region 
of Honduras and Nicaragua was once 
again hit by a hurricane and tropical 
storm. The BWM has responded to 
severe flooding of agricultural fields, 
which destroyed many crops. We are 
working with our partners to 
distribute emergency food packs and 
restore safe drinking water. The 
BWM is also in the early stages of 
providing an agronomist to adapt 
planting and harvest patterns, as well 
as constructing food storage facilities 
to prepare for times when crops are 
impacted by disaster. 
 
We worked to offer PEACE as we 
responded to the war in Ukraine. 
Unprecedented donations were 
received to support refugee families. 
The BWM was able to support 
renovations on a hotel in the Czech 
Republic, which became housing for 
refugee families. We provided a full 
year of salary and benefits for five 
teachers at a Ukrainian school that 
was forced to relocate due to the 
violence. Now, families resettling 
around the world continue to 
experience the welcoming presence of 
Moravians offering a safe haven, 
even as the conflict continues. 
 
We witnessed JOY at the Moravian 
Resources Conference we held in 
Panama for all of our Spanish-
speaking partners. This inaugural 

event brought together Moravians 
who had never met before, but were 
deeply connected by the end of the 
week together. The group discussed 
history, theology, financial 
management, and mission planning… 
all in Spanish! The joy present in the 
worship services, side conversations, 
and lasting relationships built will 
strengthen our worldwide Unity! 
 
Finally, we experienced the LOVE of 
God in so many settings. In this space 
I want to highlight the work of our 
staff. Rt. Rev. Chris Giesler, Rev. 
Angelica Regalado Cieza, Rex 
Knowlton, Sue Adams, and Sylvie 
Hauser form our current staff, with 
thanks to Rick Nelson, Jill Kolodziej, 
and Elizabeth Thiele who were also 
part of our team last year. I can’t say 
enough about the tremendous 
contributions of these individuals 
who care deeply about our work and 
always ensure we are not sidetracked 
by details or challenges. These folks 
are on a mission! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Imagine the possibilities! 

By Vince Holbrook 
 
Think of all the good your 
congregation could do 
with $10,000! The 2023 
Moravian Day of Giving 
will provide $10,000 (unrestricted) 
to one U.S. Moravian congregation 
or fellowship with the highest level 
of participation.  
 
The congregation with the second 
highest level of participation will re-
ceive $5,000.00 and the third 

highest level of participation will re-
ceive $2,500.00. Help your congre-
gation do more good by promoting 
high participation on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2023 to your congregation 
on the Moravian Giving Portal.  
 
Click here for more details 
Click here to get ready-to-go bulle-
tin insert artwork for February 12 or 
19. 
Click here for other ready-to-go re-
sources, including scripts, Power-
Point presentation, Social Media or 
Newsletter posts, logos and artwork. 
 
 
 

Crossroads 2023 
Winter and Spring Courses 

 
Note: All Courses are in person for 
those who are able AND also real time 
on Zoom.  Your choice. 
 
-Ministry Journeys of the New Testa-
ment with Rev. Dr. Joanne Marchetto, 
Mondays, Jan 9 - Feb 27, 6-9 pm 
 
-Mapping the Route - Conversations in 
Theology with Rev. Dr. Bill Falla, 
Thursdays, Jan 5 - Feb 23, 6-9 pm 
 
-Traveling Mercies Congregational 
Care with Greg Krausz and Diane 
Kareha, Mondays Mar 6 - May 1 (ex-
cept April 3), 6-9 pm 
 
-Traditions - Exploring Denominations 
& Religions with Rev. Dr. Bill Falla, 
Thursdays Mar 9 - May4 (except April 
6), 6-9 pm 
 
For more information, Contact Jill Pe-
ters at petersj2@moravian.edu or go on 
the website 
at www.moravianseminary.edu/crossroa
ds 
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Prayer Concerns 

 
You are invited to pray for Sr. Peg 
Chemberlin, retired pastor living in 
Minneapolis, MN, sister to Provincial 
Elder Valerie Wagner, and a member of 
the Waconia Moravian Church in Wa-
conia, MN.   Peg is the aunt of Pastor 
Dan Miller’s wife (he serves Edgeboro 
Moravian Church in Bethlehem).  Peg 
had open heart surgery in November 
and covets the prayers of the wider 
church. 
  
 
You are invited to offer continued pray-
ers for Br. Steve Pasquinelli, President 
of the Larger Life Foundation and hus-
band of Eastern District Board member 
Jackie Pasquinelli. Steve is undergoing 
aggressive medical treatment for stage 
IV pancreatic cancer. Please keep 
Steve, Jackie, and their family in your 
prayers.  
  
  
 
Please Pray for the following 
churches who are without  
pastors: 
 
 
Canadian District: 
Good Shepherd in Calgary, Alberta 
 
 
Eastern District: 
Battle Hill, Union, New Jersey 
Central (Associate Pastor), Bethle-
hem, PA 
Covenant, York, PA 
York First, York, PA 
Tremont Terrace, Bronx, NY 
Trinity, New Carrolton, MD 
 
 
Western District: 
Berea Moravian in St. Charles, Min-
nesota 
West Salem, Illinois 

Our Saviors Moravian in  
Altura, Minnesota 
Additionally: two congregations 
that are not in the call process but 
are currently without pastors: Grace 
Moravian in Westland, Michigan 
and Daggett Moravian in Daggett, 
Michigan. 
 
 
 

January Birthdays  
& Anniversaries 

 
 

January Birthdays 
 
 2 The Rev. Belfield Cas-

tello 
5 Mrs. Mary Mowrer 
 The Rev. Andrew 

Meckstroth 
8 Mrs. Carol Acheson 
11 The Rev. Diane Joseph 
 Ms. Naomi Mercia Solo-

mon 
12   The Rev. Maggie 

Wellert 
14 The Rev. David Bennett 
15 The Rev. Dean Easton 
 Mrs. Usha Naisby 
16 The Rev. Nigel Powell 
18 The Rev. Dr. Gordon 

Sommers 
19 The Rev. Benjamin 

John Lippert 
20 Mrs. Joan Engelbrecht     
22 Mrs. Jacquelyn Bell 
 The Rev. Dr. William 

Andrews 
23 The Rev. Richard 

Thierolf 
24 Mrs. Betty Castello  
27 Mrs. Renae Weaknecht 
      The Rev. Dr. Betsy Mil-

ler 
28 Mrs. Gail Andrews 

30 The Rev. Charlesworth 
Edwards 

 
 
 
January Anniversaries 
 
 1 The Rev. & Mrs. David 

Danneberger 
 2 The Revs. Darrell & 

Chris Johnson 
12 The Rev. Marge & Mr. 

Bill Hassler 
20 The Rev. & Mrs. Glenn 

Heintzelman 
 The Rev. & Mrs. Bruce 

Weaknecht 
29 The Rev. & Mrs. David 

Wickmann 
 The Rev. & Mrs. Jay 

Petrella 
 
 
 
Churches celebrating  
January anniversaries 
 
 1 – 1815 – Sharon, Tusca-

rawas, OH 
 1 - 1968 - United, New 

York, NY,  merger  of  
New York III and IV 

 1 – 2010 – MorningStar, 
Coopersburg, PA, mer-
ger of Coopersburg and 
Grace Center Valley 

31 - 1971 - St. Paul's, Upper 
Marlboro, MD 
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Camp Hope 
Sr. High/Post High Winter Retreat 2023 
Hope Conference & Renewal Center, 
Hope, NJ 

January 13, 2023 at 7:00 pm 
to January 15, 2023 at Noon 

Shades & Truth 
A biblically based round table discussion 

Program by Rev. Sue Koenig and 
the Racial Justice Committee 

 
Participants must be in 9th -12th Grade 

to attend 
 

Covid-19 Policy:  The Hope Board of Man-
agement has decided that in order to have 
camp in the summer of 2023, and possible 
retreats in the winter and spring, campers, 
volunteers, and staff are required to show 
proof of a negative rapid test the day of ar-
rival to camp.  Masks are optional, but we 
are asking that everyone bring a few 
masks with them in case of any changes to 
the policy.  
  
Payment information for all partici-
pants:  Total cost is $120.00.    
 
Fee includes: 
Meals and snacks beginning with snacks 
on Friday, January 13th 
through Breakfast on Sunday, January 
15th 
Housing: January 13th - 15th 
Program, Fun, Fellowship, and Friends 
 
Registration Opens December 1, 2022, and 
Closes January 8, 2023 
 
Website:  https://www.camphope.org/ 

To register click here:   2023 Sr. High Win-
ter Retreat Registration 
To volunteer click here: Volunteer Appli-
cation - 2023 Sr. High Winter Retreat 

 
I praise you, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made.   
Psalm 139:14  
  

2023 Girls’ Retreat 
at Camp Hope 

 
Friday, January 27th 7:00 pm - 
Sunday, January 29th 1:00pm  
  
Girls in 3rd through 8th 
grades are invited to come to 
Camp Hope for a weekend of 
fun-filled learning, sharing, 
singing and crafting.  
   
We will focus on who we are in 
God’s eyes, what helps us to 
grow deeper in our faith, how 
we can hear God through the  
noise, what we can do to help 
others and why it’s important 
to be a good friend. Cost for 
the weekend is $100 which in-
cludes housing, food, many 
craft projects and fun!  
  
Please note – in order to at-
tend, proof of a negative 
Covid-19 test is required  
  
Registration Forms and Health 
forms  are available by con-
tacting:  
   
Rev. Jodie Harney at Moun-
tainview Moravian Church  
jlharney212@gmail.com  610-
838-9344  
   
Please note: Registrations are 
due by January 12th and space 
is limited to 30 girls so regis-
ter soon. 


