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A Celebration of Ministry oc-
curred in November, marking
the 35™ anniversary of Moravian
Open Door. This ministry of our
district has evolved over the
years but remains a safe haven
for older adults in Manhattan. Its
mission statement reads, “The
Moravian Open Door, Inc., a not-
for-profit organization located at
347 East 18t Street, New York,
NY is acting as a ministry of the
Moravian Church. Our purpose
is to provide supportive services
to the homeless, distressed and
underserved population of New
York City. Our ministry will serve
those individuals who are fifty
years and older with the goal of
helping them regain their inde-
pendence and security, and as-
sisting them in moving to appro-
priate permanent facilities.” 1 am
grateful to Sisters Blondel Jones-
Grant (board chair) and Susan
Mendoza (executive director) for
their description of the event be-
low. Please join me in celebrat-
ing this milestone as we con-
tinue offering prayers and sup-
port for this important ministry.

Melissa Johwmson

Melissa Johnson
President, EDEB

On Saturday November 5%,

2022, Moravians, friends, sup-
porters, board members, staff
and clients gathered at United
Moravian Church in New York

City to celebrate the 35" anni-
versary milestone of Moravian
Open Door (MOD). Celebrations
began with a rousing service of
worship that was put together
by the pastor, Sis. Desna Henry
Goulbourne and during which,
Rev. Charles Harewood, Pastor
of First Church served as the
worship leader.

Everyone was blessed by the

ministry of music which was pro-
vided by the choir and the Youth
Steel Band orchestra. The Ser-
mon was delivered by the MOD
Board President Sis. Blondel
Jones-Grant who stood in for
Rev. Desna, who was unable to
be present. Ms. Deborah H, one
of the MOD clients read one of
the assigned scriptures during
the service. Greetings and con-
gratulations were brought by
Rev. Dr. Betsy Miller, President
of the PEC, and by Sis. Naomi
Solomon, EDEB representative.
Following the service, guests
were invited to go downstairs to
the church’s social hall where
they were treated to a lavish re-
ception. Former Board member
John Egerton served as the Mas-
ter of Ceremonies for the ongo-
ing celebrations during which,
awards were given out to the
previous Board President Sis.

Doris Schattschneider, Michael
Ralling, MOD Facility Manager

and Perry Garcia for their many
years of service and dedication.

Some of the MOD clients took
the opportunity to express their
heartfelt gratitude for the op-
portunity to be at MOD. Overall,
it was a wonderful and fitting
celebration of 35 years of work-
ing with and serving our home-
less brothers and sisters.

MOD could never have achieved
this milestone in its history had
it not been for your continuous
prayers; for our many volunteers
and for the financial support
that we have received over
these years from individual Mo-
ravians, churches and other Mo-
ravian entities who believe in,
and are committed to this work
and ministry to our homeless
brothers and sisters.

Special recognition and thanks
are also extended to the mem-
bers of the 35" anniversary com-
mittee for their work, time, and
efforts. The committee included
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Sis. Blondel Jones-Grant - Presi-
dent of the MOD Board of Direc-
tors, Sis. Tricia Clay — Board
member, Rev. Desna Henry
Goulbourne — Board member
and Pastor of United Moravian
Church, Sis. Patricia Martin — for-
mer Board member and Sis. Su-
san Mendoza — Executive Direc-
tor. Although not a member of
the committee, Rev. Lance Fox —
Pastor of Castleton Moravian
church is also recognized and ap-
preciated for all of the work that
he did on the design and crea-
tion of the anniversary invitation
and marketing materials.

We Thank God for all of you.
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Seed Distribution in Honduras and
Nicaragua

It’s not exactly planting season here in
North America, but at the Board of
World Mission, we have seeds on the
brain! That’s because much of our recent
disaster relief work has been focused on
providing bean and vegetable seeds for
replanting after disasters have wiped out
existing crops in Honduras and Nicara-
gua. After nine months of heavy rains
and flooding, we continue to receive re-
ports of families in La Mosquitia living

on one meal per day and often surviving

on fish that they are able to catch from
the riverbanks. Thanks to generous
BWM donors, we have provided 13,000
pounds of bean seeds, which will be dis-
tributed to about 650 families. The seeds
will be planted by mid-February and har-
vested in March or April. If it is unaf-
fected by floods or insects, this will be
the first harvest of a major food crop in
the last twelve months. We are also
pleased to report that, thanks to Sturgeon
Bay Moravian Church and a North Car-
olina organization called Seed Programs
International, hundreds of families will
also soon be able to plant watermelon,
cabbage, tomatoes, kale, and more.
Many thanks to Brother Rick Nelson and
our Honduran and Nicaraguan partners,
who have been instrumental in coordi-
nating these efforts. Stay updated on
these Moravian Disaster Response ef-
forts and other Board of World Mission
projects on our website, MoravianMis-
sion.org.
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Bishops Graf and Rights on the
Moravian Day of Giving (February 21)

By Vince Holbrook
If you want to better understand the im-
portance and value of the Moravian
Day of Giving, just listen to these rec-
orded messages from The Rt. Rev. Paul
Graf and The Rt. Rev. Graham Rights.
They are our sponsoring bishops for the
third annual Moravian Day of Giving.
It's the one day we ask your help to

replenish grant-making field of interest
funds by giving above and beyond your
tithe or pledge. The Moravian Minis-
tries Foundation in America puts incen-
tives in place for gifts to both congrega-
tions and grant-making funds, so your
gifts go further on this day than any
other. Special thanks to Austin Craver
(Commission on Congregational De-
velopment), Sylvie Hauser (Board of
World Mission), and Mike Riess
(Interprovincial Board of Communi-
cation) for producing these videos.

Watch Bishop Graf Video Now
Watch Bishop Rights Video Now
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Crossroads
Courses

Spring 2023

Traveling Mercies - Congregational
Care with Dr. Jill Peters, Greg Krausz
and Diane Kareha

Mondays, 6-9 pm, Mar 6, 13, 20, 27,
(Not meeting Holy Week 4/3), Apr 10,
17,24, May 1

Texts: TBA. Zoom Option is always
available for real time distance learning.

Traditions - World Religions and
Protestant Denominations with Rev.
Dr. Bill Falla

Thursdays, 6-9 pm, Mar 9, 16, 23, 30,
(Not meeting Holy Week 4/6), Apr 13,
20, 27, May 4

Texts: TBA. Zoom Option is always
available for real time distance learning.

As a preview for next year:

Fall 2023/Winter 2024 Projected
Courses: The following courses will
probably be offered next academic year:
Compeass, Creative Worship, Missional
Leadership, Road Hazards - Congrega-
tional Ethics, Discipleship, Teaching
and Contextual Outreach.

For more information, Contact Jill Pe-
ters at petersj2(@moravian.edu or go on
the website

at www.moravianseminary.edu/crossroa
ds
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@Prayer Concerns

You are invited to offer continued
prayers for Br. Steve Pasquinelli,
President of the Larger Life Founda-
tion and husband of Eastern District
Board member Jackie Pasquinelli.
Steve is undergoing aggressive
medical treatment for stage IV pan-
creatic cancer. Please keep Steve,
Jackie, and their family in your
prayers.

You are invited to offer prayers for
Sr. Audrey West, the Project Ad-
ministrator for the Interprovincial
Lilly Foundation’s Thriving in Minis-
try Grant. Audrey is in California to
provide care and support for her
mother, (whose name is also)
Audrey, who, at 91 years old, is bat-
tling a significant blood disorder
that is severely impacting her plate-
let count and the many complica-
tions that creates. Audrey’s hus-
band, Frank Crouch, requests pray-
ers for love, peace, strength, and
discernment as the family navigates
this challenging situation and the
decisions that may be on the hori-
zon.

Please Pray for the following
churches who are without
pastors:

Canadian District:

Good Shepherd in Calgary, Alberta
Additionally: two congregations
that are not in the call process but
are currently without pastors: Ed-
monton Moravian and Heimtal
Church, both in Edmonton, Alberta.

Eastern District:

Battle Hill, Union, New Jersey
Central (Associate Pastor), Bethle-
hem, PA

Covenant, York, PA

York First, York, PA
Tremont Terrace, Bronx, NY
Trinity, New Carrolton, MD

Western District:

Berea Moravian in St. Charles, Min-
nesota

West Salem, Illinois

Our Saviors Moravian in

Altura, Minnesota

Additionally: two congregations
that are not in the call process but
are currently without pastors: Grace
Moravian in Westland, Michigan
and Daggett Moravian in Daggett,
Michigan.

February Birthdays
& Anniversaries

February Birthdays

2 Mrs. Jill Bruckart

3 The Rev. Tammie Rinker

12 The Rev. Jodie Harney

13 The Rev. Gary Marsh

15 Mrs. Helen Ziegler

18 Mrs. Barbara Hoenig

19 The Rev. Norman
Prochnau

22 Mrs. Esther Richmond
The Rev. Mark Newman

24 Mr. Steven Couts

25 The Rev. Dr. Lynnette
Delbridge

27 The Rev. Gary Harke

28 Ms. Tammy Lavoy

February Anniversaries

15 The Rev. & Mrs. Charles-
worth Edwards

Churches celebrating
February anniversaries

2 - 1964 - Trinity, New Car-
rollton, Maryland

9 - 1749 - Warwick, now
Lititz, Pennsylvania

IBOC February Highlights

As Lent approaches, the IBOC of-
fers Readings for Holy Week on
Sale for a limited time. This
book/CD set takes participants
through Jesus’ final week before his
Crucifixion and Resurrection. Music
Edition
sale
price is
$10.50;
Large
Print
$7.50; 5-CD set 24.95. Also availa-
ble in a bundle that includes CD set
and either book. To place an order
online visit store.moravian.org.

Rev. Brian
Dixon’s latest
book filled with
| prayers, poems
and para-

| ble, Losing
Light-Walking
by Faith but
Wanting

" More is availa-
ble through the IBOC. Read his lat-
est book that completes his moving
pictures duology that started with
his first book, Keeping Time: Dances
to the Beat of a Different Drummer.
Cost: $12.95. Log onto store.mora-
vian.org to order.
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You are Invited
Bethlehem Area Moravian Freezer Ministry

Ecumenical Gathering
Feb. 25, 2023 Noon -2 PM

at
East Hills Moravian Church
1830 Butztown Rd
Bethlehem PA 18017

Enjoy a lunch of Soup, Salad and Bread and ...

Hear the story of the Freezer Ministry
¢ 55,000 meals to date and growing every year
¢ A little Ministry made strong during Covid

Hear from some of our partner ministries —
e Bethlehem Emergency Sheltering
o Weekend Bagged Lunch Program at Christ UCC Church
e Sole Sistas, an amazing support group for cancer recovery patients
e The Essentials Café — the new ministry on the block next to West Side Moravian
Church. A pay as you can café, where all are welcome.

Main Program —
e Explore the expansion of the Freezer Ministry
Our connection to Second Harvest & Feed America
Where will the next Freezer Outpost be located
15 new Vegetable Stand days in 2023
Involving Youth and Young Adults
The Freezer Ministry as a partner Ministry
How one can get involved
Questions and Answers
Additional items
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We finish with opportunities to —
e Meet people from all the ministries
e Get to know other interested and involved people
e Sign Up for helping

The need to serve 1s a gift from God.

Please let us know if you can attend. Reserve your spot by — Feb. 21

Contact:

Bob Wingrove

BAM Freezer Ministry Coordinator
Cell: 610 730-3929

Answering machine: 610 867-0537
Email — robert.wingrove@rcn.com
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