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NOTE ABOUT THE MORAVIAN MONTHLY

This edition of the Moravian Monthly is the final newsletter compiled by Sylvie Hauser, who has served as
the Northern Province Communications Consultant since 2022 and is now concluding this role to
continue her work with the Board of World Mission and begin seminary studies. We are deeply grateful to
Shana Angel for compiling the Moravian Monthly moving forward. In the future, please send
contributions and questions about this newsletter to Shana at beppler.3@gmail.com. Welcome, Shana!!

West Side Moravian Church in Green Bay, WI, Celebrates 175 Years of Ministry
Rev. Marian Boyle Rohloff

This autumn marks 175 years in ministry for Moravians in Green Bay. In §
November 1850, 17 people of Scandinavian origin covenanted together to
establish what would later be called West Side Moravian Church. In October of ¥
that same year, the Rev. J.F. Fett organized German Protestants into what would
become the East Moravian Church. In October 2010, East Moravian joined with
West Side Moravian to serve together as one congregation of Moravians in Green
Bay. We celebrate the faithful ministry, compassionate service, and sharing of the
hope we know in Christ that has flourished through these 175 years. Through the
years, the congregation has gathered in different sanctuary spaces. Regardless of
where the community has gathered to worship God, we strive to live as Christ’s
church living faith, love, and hope.

Today, we embrace worship together online and in person with a strong love for Moravian music and skits
often shared by our Sunday School. We value learning and spiritual growth, with the newest addition
being a book discussion as part of our work towards racial justice and understanding. In our care for
others the congregation shares ministry in the following ways: food and feeding ministries; prayer
shawls; basic need drives; beeswax candles for congregations throughout the district; care for God’s
creation in solar energy & composting; the Ecumenical Partnership for Housing providing transitional
housing for families moving from life without a home; work across faiths and denominations in justice
advocacy for the environment, legal system reform, affordable housing & civil rights of immigrants;
mission trips in service, and cultural immersion missions for racial justice and understanding.

We pray for an ongoing openness to the Spirit of God to be the church in this 175th year!




Provincewide Updates

Moravian Disaster Response (MDR) Updates

Hurricane Melissa in Jamaica — The Board of World Mission has received a
report from the Provincial Board of the Jamaica and Cayman Islands Province
of the Moravian Church following Hurricane Melissa’s devastating impact. The
report included photos and brief initial assessments of several church-owned
properties, the majority of which are located in the parishes of Westmoreland
and St. Elizabeth, which experienced some of the most severe destruction. The
report is extensive, but notes that some properties have not yet been assessed for damage.

According to the report, five church buildings have been destroyed: Carmel, Salem, Beaufort, Springfield,
and Faith Moravian Church. In addition, 20 church-owned facilities, the majority of which are churches,
but also manses and schools, have sustained severe damage, with roofs torn away and major structural
losses. Damage to homes and community buildings is also extensive. The report noted that “it is feared
that most, if not all, of the 36 congregations at the Central and Western District Conferences have
sustained some level of damage.”

The Provincial Board has outlined a multi-step plan for the coming months, which includes addressing
immediate needs, offering pastoral and psychological care, continuing to coordinate assessments in
affected areas, mobilizing local volunteer groups for cleanup and repair, and establishing the Moravian
Church Jamaica and Cayman Islands Disaster Response Fund. The BWM has contributed an initial $10,000
to this fund. Additional support is greatly needed to meet the scale of destruction and to help our partners
rebuild their places of worship, ministry, and community life.

We are aware of several fundraisers across the Worldwide Moravian Unity and ask that Moravians in
North America respond to this disaster through BWM channels to help us facilitate a coordinated
response. This also enables us to prepare for North American mission teams to assist with recovery efforts
when the Moravian Church in Jamaica is ready to receive us. We are also maintaining contact with
partners and leaders in Cuba and Haiti, who were also impacted by this storm.

Typhoon Halong_in Alaska — The BWM is also closely monitoring the situation in western Alaska following
Typhoon Halong, which reached Alaska on October 12. The storm brought hurricane-force winds,
widespread flooding, and severe damage to coastal villages across the Yukon—Kuskokwim Delta region.

Through news outlets and Moravians in Alaska, we know that several communities with Moravian
congregations have been directly impacted, including but not limited to: Kongiganak, Bethel, Napakiak,
Kwigillingok, Napaskiak, Kipnuk, Quinhagak, and Tuntutuliak. Damage resulting from wind and flooding
is widespread. Hundreds of people from Kipnuk, Kwigillingok, and perhaps other villages were evacuated
by the National Guard to Bethel and Anchorage because nearly all homes sustained severe damage.
Moravian facilities, such as Bethel Moravian Church and the Moravian Seminary in Bethel, have begun
helping those displaced by the storm.

With the guidance of Moravians in Alaska, BWM has contributed an initial $10,000 to the Western Alaska
Disaster Relief 2025 Fund, which was established by local community organizations and regional
partners, many of whom were recommended by Moravian contacts. BWM has also contributed $10,000 to
the Alaskan Province for housing displaced people in Moravian facilities in Bethel, including two
parsonages and the seminary. Further donations are greatly appreciated to help us continue this response.

100% of donations to MDR go toward providing disaster relief. You can assist us with our
disaster response efforts at MoravianMission.org/Give (scan QR code). Designate your gift to
“MDR” to ensure funds are directed to the disaster relief efforts with the greatest need.

Please make checks payable to “Board of World Mission” and send to:

U.S. Donors: Board of World Mission, 1021 Center Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018

Canadian Donors: Moravian Church in Canada, 600 Acadia Drive SE, Calgary, AB T2] 0B8.
Interac e-Transfer donations may be sent to treasurer@moravian.ca. Include your name
and address in the comments section to receive tax receipts.




Christmas Lovefeasts

Please let Sue Kiefner at the Interprovincial Board of
Communication know about your Church’s Lovefeasts. Email her
at sue@mcnp.org with the congregation, date, time, location,
and any other relevant information about your Lovefeast.

Shine the Light of Advent Together

As we prepare our hearts for the Advent season, we’re delighted to
share a new collaborative resource: Advent Candle Lighting
Liturgies for 2025.

Created by the Board of World Mission, the Moravian Ministries
Foundation, and the Southern Province Commission on
Congregational Development, with thanks to the Interprovincial
Board of Communications, this four-week liturgy series invites
congregations to reflect on Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love through the lens of real Moravian
ministries around the world.

Each week offers a brief liturgy, bulletin-ready format, and PowerPoint slides to
help you connect worship with the ways your congregation is living out these
themes. There is also a special space in each week’s service for worshippers to share
ministries on their hearts and minds, highlighting how Christ’s light shines through
our shared work. Scan the QR code to access the Advent candle lighting resources.

A Bishop’s Musings: November 2025
The Rt. Rev. Paul Graf

In these hectic, sometimes frantic and always on-the-move lives we lead, some moments of respite are
essential to slow down, pull into quieter waters that provide opportunity to replenish our energies,
refresh the spirit, and be restored physically, emotionally, and spiritually.

I find great enjoyment, even amusement, in simply listening to and observing situations, statements that
are made, and incidents that occur. The following “musing” is one of those moments passing by the
window of my experience.

On Listening: In conversations where I’ve been present, I don’t experience a whole lot of good listening.
In church groups, Board meetings, in family settings, in conversation among friends, on the job in the
workplace; rather, one person’s conversation steamrolls over another!

I tell a story and immediately someone in the group says, “Oh, I’ve got one better.” I share a thought and
before I can finish, I'm interrupted by someone who takes the conversation in an entirely different
direction. Or, I share a burden weighing heavy on my heart but immediately receive a barrage of advice
and suggestions on how to fix or resolve the situation. “Hey group, I wasn’t asking for your advice; I
simply wanted you to listen!”

I'm suggesting life would be far happier if we’d all listen more and talk less, and if we do speak, make it a
question to the other person, a much more engaging action.

Epictetus, prior to his death in 135 AD, said, “Nature hath given men one tongue but two ears, that we may
hear from others twice as much as we speak.” “God has given us one tongue but two ears...” We hear these
impacting words God spoke on the Mount of Transfiguration: “This is my Son, the beloved; listen to
Him!” And yes, let’s also listen to one another.

In the Interprovincial Bishops’ meeting at Central Moravian Church in 2024, under the leadership of the late Rt.
Rev. C. Hopeton Clennon, the idea of Bishops contributing monthly articles to the Moravian Magazine was
suggested. Only recently did the suggestion take wings with this being the first of “A Bishop’s Musings.”




New Way of Being Advent Series 2025

The MCNP Racial Justice Team and the MCSP Moravian Team for Reconciliation (Racial, Cultural, and
Ethnic) are pleased to announce that they are jointly sponsoring this year’s New Way of Being Advent
Series, “Come, Let Us Walk in the Way of Faith, Hope, and Love.” How do we know “God still goes that
road with us?” How do we travel with those seeking safety, refuge, and a new life? The series will be
offered on Zoom on Wednesdays, December 3, 10, and 17, at 7:30 PM ET. Zoom access is below.

Each session will include scripture readings, prayer, and a presentation by a guest presenter, E]
followed by small group discussions. Each session will be one hour, concluding at 8:30 PM
ET. We are delighted that The Rev. Angelica Regalado-Cieza, Pastor at Fries Memorial
Moravian Church in Winston-Salem, NC, will be our guest presenter on December 3. We
hope you will join us this Advent. Scan the QR code to join the Zoom.

Racial Justice Team Calendar: November 2025 L —

Leaving Our Gifts, Moving Towards Reconciliation SESIDIEUEASSE )

23 STN Tamir Rice (2014)

The Rev. Jason Andersen, president of the Western District Executive Board 25 International Day for the

and member of the MCNP Racial Justice Team, has provided a reflection for use | Elimination of Violence Against
. . . N Women

on and around this day. Find the reflection, as well as a bulletin insert, by 27 Day of Mourning

scanning the QR code. An excerpt of the reflection is included below.

In Matthew 5:21-26, Jesus speaks about the importance of living in right relationship with our sisters
and brothers, that is, with all humanity. In these verses, Jesus speaks to the importance of practically
and tangibly living out a faith that proclaims reconciliation: “If you are offering your gift at the altar
and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in
front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.” I would humbly '%QE
add, “or if you have something against them, leave your gift and go be reconciled also.” Ml

Ecumenical News

October was a busy month of Moravian involvement in ecumenical events. On October 3, Sister Betsy
Miller represented the denomination in Minneapolis at the installation of Yehiel Curry as the newly
elected Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Brother Dave Bennett traveled to Philadelphia to attend the annual gathering of Christian Churches
Together (CCT) an ecumenical group of four Christian families. The Southern Province is the member
province to CCT; due to geography, Br. Bennett attended. He commented on the rich conversations among
Roman Catholic, Pentecostal, and historically Black denominations as they addressed matters of racism
and marginalization of peoples.

Br. Bennett and Sr. Miller both journeyed to Boston to participate in the 75th anniversary of the National
Council of Churches (NCC). During the four-day gathering, we worshipped in a Greek Orthodox Chapel, an
Episcopal Cathedral, the African American Meeting House where Frederick Douglas preached, and an
Armenian Orthodox Church. We listened to panels of the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea, and
Religious Pluralism in the 21st Century. During the closing celebration, former presidents of the NCC were
honored and called by name, including the Rev. Dr. Gordon L. Sommers (1994-1995) and the Rev. Canon
Peg Chemberlin (2010-2011).

In November, the Moravians will host the annual meeting of the Coordinating Council of Churches
Uniting in Christ (CUIC) in Bethlehem. Among other matters, those present will tour the World Heritage
Sites of Bethlehem. Moravians Betsy Miller and Mikayla Sauerbrey will be present for this gathering.

The Lutheran Anglican Moravian Prayer Cycle for the coming year is now available. It
includes a prayer each week for a particular person, group, or cause within each of the three
denominations and is part of living out our full communion relationship with our siblings
in Canada. Scan the QR code to access this document.




Moravian Music Foundation Updates

Comenius Music Academy Online: Hymn-writing Masterclass ONLINE November
21, 2025 12:00pm — 1:30pm ET. For everyone who writes or sings hymns, get
feedback on your work or discover newly-written hymns.

Music on the Mountain — March 13-15, 2026 at Laurel Ridge: Relax, Refresh, and Remind Yourself of
God’s Grace Through Music. Bring the whole family to Music on the Mountain! A Harmonious Retreat for
band and choir, and children's music and activities. March 13-15, 2026. Higgins Lodge, Laurel Ridge
Camp, Conference & Retreat Center, Laurel Springs, NC. An opportunity to make music together, to
worship, to learn, and to enjoy fellowship in a casual mountain setting with cozy accommodations (2
nights) and delicious meals. Learn more and register at MoravianMusic.org (scan QR code).

America 250: As we enter the 250th Anniversary Year (1776-2026) of America's declared independence,
you may be interested in presenting the earliest string chamber music composed in America, written in
Salem, NC, by Moravian pastor, administrator, and composer, Johann Friedrich Peter (1746-1813) in 1789.
The quintets would have been composed for the Salem Collegium Musicum, but actually survive in the
Philharmonic Society of Bethlehem (PA) Collection. Peter left no copy in Salem upon his departure in
1790. Six String Quintets | sheet music / score and parts | $35 for each set of two quintets. MMF also
publishes the first string chamber music composed by an American. The Three String Trios by John Antes,
Moravian pastor, missionary, composer, and instrument maker, are available from MMF for $35 per set at
MoravianMusic.org.

CDs on Sale: It's a great time to purchase CDs for holiday gifting and MMF is discounting most of its
recordings! Choose your favorites at MoravianMusic.org.

e Plan Faithfully for the Future

2
A . Looking ahead can feel overwhelming, but thoughtful preparation can bring peace of
MorOV|Or] mind and lasting impact. The Moravian Ministries Foundation in America is here to
M | N | S-l-r-les help you plan in ways that reflect your faith and values. MMFA offers free resources
and personal support to help you:

 Establish gifts that provide income now and

RN benefit ministry later

Ankies e Maximize tax advantages for you and your
loved ones

o Transfer stock or retirement assets as
charitable gifts

e Create a plan that reflects your values and
faith

wle Make a gift that pays
4 you back

Make a tax-free gift

Make a gift that costs

nothing in your litetime To learn more, visit MMFA.com and reach out to
Chris Spaugh, MMFA President & CEO:
cspaugh@mmfa.com.

Sk Avoid faxation on
¥ your IRA




November Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays Ordination Anniversaries

1 Percival Gordon 19 Katie Van Der Linden 4 David Schwarz (52 years)
3 Kerry Krauss 19 F.Rowan Simmons 6 Rosieta Burton (20 years)
5 Warren Gericke 21 Carole Jodz 21 Patricia Honszer (21 years)
6 Amy Andersen 21 Stephen Gohdes 21 Mary Lou Plummer (21 years)
8 Gary Straughan 22 Wilmer Hassler 23 James Hicks (45 years)

9 Thomas Christianson 23 Reid Lauderman 29 Richard Beck (39 years)

12 Carol Reifinger 27 Erin Petrella 29 Wendy Beck (39 years)

12 John Fritts 28 Judith Bergmann 30 Stephen Gohdes (39 years)
12 Vicki Jens-Page 30 Jane Gehler

13 David Wickmann 30 Chris Giesler

14 Hermann Weinlick 30 Katrina Lehman

14 Anne Fritts

Churches Celebrating Anniversaries

9  Grace, Queens, NY (45 years) 17
13 Covenant, York, PA (60 years) 22
17 West Side, Green Bay, WI (175 years) 30

Essentials Cafe, Bethlehem, PA (2 years)
Tricklebee Cafe, Milwaukee, WI (9 years)
Lancaster, PA (279 years)

Please pray for the following churches who are in the call process or without pastors:

« Battle Hill, Union, New Jersey

« Canaan, Davenport, North Dakota

» Castleton Hill, Staten Island, New York
« Central, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

o Chaska, Minnesota

« Christ, Calgary, Alberta

 Christian Faith, Deforest, Wisconsin

« Daggett, Michigan

« Ephraim, Wisconsin

« Faith of the Nation’s Capital, Washington, DC
« First, Dover, Ohio

First, New York, New York

Great Kills, Staten Island, New York
Heimtal, Edmonton, Alberta

Lebanon, Pennsylvania

Lititz, Pennsylvania

Sharon, New Philadelphia, Ohio

Shepherd of the Prairie, Fargo, North Dakota
St. Paul’s, Upper Marlboro, Maryland
Tremont Terrace, Bronx, New York

Veedum, Pittsville, Wisconsin



Moravian Church
in Canada

Christian Nationalism: A Canadian Context

Christian Nationalism: A Canadian Context, hosted by the Northern Province Racial Justice Team in
October 2025, brought together scholars, faith leaders, and community members to examine how
Christian Nationalism is shaping public discourse in Canada. Presenters traced the historical roots
of Christian Nationalism globally, its manifestation in Canada’s colonial past, and its emergence
in contemporary church and society.

A political ideology centered in the claim that Canada was established by God’s intent as a
Christian nation, Christian Nationalism assumes the superiority of Christian culture and values
over those of non-Christian persons. Participants explored the ways in which this invocation of
Canada’s Christian identity translates into xenophobia, racism, and anti-LGBTQ2SIA+ sentiment
as it seeks to fulfill what it advocates as God’s call to win dominion over the “Seven Mountains” of
culture: family, religion, education, media, arts and entertainment, business, and government.

The sessions explored how the appeal of Christian Nationalism often reflects deeper anxieties
about belonging and change. As Christian Nationalism increasingly appears in subtle and
normalized forms across Canadian institutions and media, presenters and participants
emphasized the need to promote critical awareness about Christian Nationalism
within our church communities and to engage in compassionate dialogue with those
who ascribe to its ideology. Organizers for the series were Pr. Craig Wentland, ELCIC;
Rev. Dr. Deborah Ann Taylor, ELCIC; and Rev. Aaron Linville, Moravian Church.

Scan the QR code to find a recording of the event.



The Eastern District

Moravian Church in America 5;
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Congregational Spotlight: Palmer Moravian Church Pet Festival " ™
Written by the Rev. Eileen Edwards, Pastor of Palmer Moravian Church ;
Story shared by Tammy Lavoy, Eastern District Executive Board, Lehigh Valley North

Palmer Moravian Church sits in a welcoming suburban neighborhood where each
morning we see our neighbors out walking their dogs. As we looked for new ways
to engage and serve our community, we decided to build on that
shared love of animals, and the idea for a Pet Festival was born!

On a beautiful fall day filled with sunshine, laughter, and the
occasional bark, church members and neighbors gathered with
their dogs, cats, and even guinea pigs. Pets were blessed, complete
with certificates of blessing, and for those who might not enjoy
crowds, photos and stuffed animals stood in their place.

Local businesses generously donated pet-related goodies for a free raffle, and a nearby church’s craft group
sold handmade pet pads. Creative members of our congregation designed a fun photo booth, while others
offered face painting and treats for both people and pets. We were even joined by a local animal rescue. The
event offered a wonderful opportunity to meet our neighbors, share stories, and connect over a common
love of animals.

While our congregation fondly remembers large-scale events from past years, like the Live Nativity,
Strawberry Festival, and Rummage Sale, we’ve begun focusing on activities that require fewer volunteers
and simpler planning. The Pet Festival fit that vision perfectly. With just a handful of dedicated organizers, a
few tables and canopies, some water bowls for the dogs, and a spirit of hospitality, the event came to life.

Promotion was simple: posters distributed throughout the neighborhood and posts on social media. Photos
from the pet booth were taken on cell phones and texted to owners later that afternoon. We also shared
information about our upcoming community dinner, another way we walk together with our neighbors.

The joy and connection from this event have inspired us to keep the momentum going—and ideas are
already flowing for how to make next year’s Pet Festival even better!

Palmer Moravian Church — walking together through life’s joys and sorrows — following Jesus to live out
God’s expansive love in our church and community.

Moravian Music Foundation Eastern District Opportunities

A German and English Moravian Singstunde will be held this year at the Moravian Historical Society (Whitefield House)
in Nazareth, PA, on the first Sunday in Advent, Nov. 30, 2025 at 2:00pm. It will be led by Kyle Johnston, Assoc. Director of
the Moravian Music Foundation, and accompanied by the 1776 Tannenberg organ! The historic Singstunde, or singing
hour, will celebrate the Advent and Christmas season, and will be sung in both English and German. The sing will take
place in the Moravian Historical Society’s museum Saal and is free to attend. Seating is limited in the museum;
reservations are recommended. Learn more and reserve your seat at MoravianMusic.org.

Monday Morning Music: a musical moment with Kyle Johnston at the keyboard — Mondays, 10am

Start your week off with your favorite hymns! Join Kyle Johnston every Monday morning as he plays through a variety of
hymns from multiple sources. Hear old favorites, discover new favorites, and relax to the sound of classic hymns at
home, in your office, or on your commute. Recordings are available now on the MMF YouTube Channel.

Monthly (South Side) Shape-Note Sing (Lehigh Valley Shape-Note Singers) 6:00-8:00 (Every 4th Tuesday)
Come join Kyle Johnston and the Lehigh Valley Shape Note Singers in learning to sing an authentic, historic American
style of singing. Singers of all ages and skill levels are welcome. Godfrey Daniels in Bethlehem.

8




Prayer & Lay Leadership: A Three-Part Educational Webinar Series

Deepen your prayer life. Strengthen your leadership. Enrich your community. Join us for an inspiring
three-part online series designed to help lay leaders and church members explore how prayer shapes and
sustains both personal faith and congregational life. Each interactive webinar offers a distinct perspective
on prayer—its theology, creativity, and leadership in community—guided by gifted Moravian educators
and leaders. Participants are welcome to attend one session, two, or the entire series—each webinar
stands on its own while also building toward a fuller understanding of prayer in the life of the church.

Session 1: The Heart of Prayer | Rev. Dr. Jennika Eckhaus and Pastor Theresa Fisher | January 28, 7pm ET
Join us for an engaging webinar that explores the foundations of prayer and its various expressions.
Together we’ll look at different types of prayer and examine how each can deepen our spiritual lives.
Participants will learn simple, practical ways to begin or enrich their own prayer practice. Whether you’re
new to prayer or seeking renewal, this session offers guidance, reflection, and space to connect with God
in meaningful ways.

Session 2: Preparing Meaningful Devotions | February 24, 7pm ET

Have you ever been asked to offer devotions at the start of a gathering? Do you lead a group and hope to
offer spiritual grounding and guidance for your time together? Learn practical approaches and resources
for creating meaningful moments of prayer and connection that begin meetings in a positive way—

engaging both the senses and the spirit.

Session 3: Prayers for Worship | March 25, 7pm ET

Have you wondered about the difference between a pastoral prayer, an intercessory prayer, and an
invocation? What words might you use to craft an offertory prayer during worship? Join this session to
explore the different types and purposes of prayer within the worship service. Consider practical ways to
create and offer prayers that help people connect with God and one another in the worship setting.

» Who Should Attend: Lay leaders, worship assistants, educators, musicians, and anyone seeking to
deepen their understanding and practice of prayer.

o Format: 90-minute live webinars via Zoom. (Registration details coming soon)

» Hosted by: The Eastern District Executive Board




