EASTER MORNING

	(Standing)

The Lord is risen!

The Lord is risen indeed!

	TUNE:  COVENANT (185 A)

	Hail, all hail, victorious Lord and Savior,
	You have burst the bonds of death,
	Grant us, as to Mary, the great favor
	To embrace your feet in faith:
	You have in our stead the curse endured,
	And for us eternal life procured;
	Joyful, we with one accord
	Hail you as our risen Lord.

(Kneeling or sitting.  The liturgist may offer prayer, followed by a gospel account of the resurrection.)

	(Standing)

We believe in the one only God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who created all things by Jesus Christ, and was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself.  We believe in God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has chosen us in Christ before the foundation of the world; who has rescued us from the power of darkness and has brought us into the kingdom of his beloved Son; who has blessed us in Christ with all spiritual blessings; who has made us worthy to share in the inheritance of the saints, having destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of God's will, to the praise of his glorious grace.

This we truly believe.

We thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and self-assured, and have revealed them to infants.  Yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  Father, glorify your name.


Our Father, who art in heaven,     Our Father in heaven,

  hallowed be thy name. 			  hallowed be your Name,
  Thy kingdom come. 				  your kingdom come,
  Thy will be done on earth, 		  your will be done,
    as it is in heaven. 				    on earth as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily 			Give us today our daily 
    bread.						    bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,		Forgive us our sins
   as we forgive those 			  as we forgive those
    who trespass against us. 		    who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation,		Save us from the time of trial,
   but deliver us from evil.			  and deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,			For the kingdom, the power,
   and the power, and the glory,		  and the glory are yours,
   forever and ever.  Amen.			  now and for ever.  Amen.


	(Sitting)

We believe in the only Son of God, by whom all things in heaven and on earth were created.  We believe that he became flesh and lived among us, taking the form of a servant.  Since we are flesh and blood, he himself became a human being.  By the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit, he was conceived of the Virgin Mary.  He was born of a woman; and, being found in human form, was in every respect tempted as we are, yet without sin.  For he is the Lord, the Messenger of the covenant, in whom we delight.  The Spirit of the Lord sent Jesus to proclaim the time of the Lord's favor.  He spoke of what he knew and testified to what he had seen.  To all who receive him, who believe in his name, he gives power to become children of God.  We believe in Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in the same way as he was seen going into heaven.


	TUNE:  NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT (146 A)

	Voice:  The Spirit and the church
	        "O come!" are now entreating;
	Choir:  Let all who hear their voice
	        "O come!" be loud repeating:
	All:    Amen! Lord Jesus, come;
	        We still wait faithfully.
	        Soon, we implore you, come,
	        Your glory let us see.


The Lord will descend from heaven with a shout of command, with the archangel's call, and with the sound of God's trumpet.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

This we truly believe.  This is my Lord, who redeemed me, a lost and condemned human creature, from sin, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood, and with his innocent suffering and dying.  Christ has done this so that I may be his own, live in his kingdom, and serve him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and happiness, since he, being risen from the dead, lives and reigns forever and ever.

Lord Jesus Christ, who came at the first in great humility as our Redeemer, grant, we pray, that when you come again in glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may be regarded worthy to stand before you.

Hear us, gracious Lord and God.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, who comes from the Father, and whom our Lord Jesus Christ sent, after he went away, to be with us forever; to comfort us as a mother comforts her children; to help us in our weakness and intercede for us with sighs too deep for words; to bear witness with our spirit that we are children of God and teach us to cry, "Abba, Father"; to pour God's love into our hearts and make our bodies God's holy temple; and to work in us the will of God, allotting gifts to each one individually, just as the Spirit chooses.

We believe that by our own reason and strength we cannot believe in Jesus Christ our Lord, or come to him; but that the Holy Spirit calls us through the gospel, enlightens us with gifts of grace, dedicates us to God, and preserves us in the true faith, just as the Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens, and dedicates to God the whole church on earth, which he keeps with Jesus Christ in the only true faith.  In this Christian church God daily and completely forgives us and every believer all our sin.

This we truly believe.

Spirit of truth, direct our hearts to the love of God and to patient waiting for Christ.  Establish us in the true faith, that we may abound in thanksgiving; and keep us as God's own until the day of redemption.

To you be glory, with the Father, and with the Son.  Amen.

We believe that by holy baptism we are made members of the church of Christ, which he has loved, and for which he gave himself, in order to make it holy, cleansing it by water and the word.

In this communion of saints, we believe in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who died for us, and shed his blood on the cross for the forgiveness of sins, and who has given us his body and blood in the Lord's Supper, as a pledge of grace.  As the Scripture says, Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:  Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.  In the same way, after supper our Lord Jesus Christ took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.

This we truly believe.

	TUNE:  GOUDIMEL (205 A)

	Lord, your body ne'er forsake,
	Ne'er your congregation leave;
	We in you our refuge take,
	Of your fullness we receive:
	Every other help be gone,
	You are our support alone;
	For on your supreme commands
	All the universe depends.

(The remainder of the service may be held on a burial ground, in which case the following hymn is also sung.)

	TUNE:  BEDFORD (14 C)

	The graves of all his saints Christ blest,
	And softened every bed;
	Where should the dying members rest,
	But with the dying Head?

	Thence he arose, no more to die,
	And showed our feet the way
	To follow him, enthroned on high,
	At the great rising day.

	Then let the last loud trumpet sound
	And bid our kindred rise.
	Awake, you nations under ground;
	And, saints, ascend the skies.


We shall never taste eternal death, but shall attain the resurrection of the dead; for this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality.  Thus our bodies rest in hope.  And the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, will also give life to our mortal bodies if the Spirit of God has dwelt in us.

We poor sinners pray: hear us, gracious Lord and God.

Keep us in everlasting fellowship with those of our brothers and sisters who, since last Easter Day, have entered into the joy of their Lord, and with the whole Church Triumphant in heaven, and let us rest together in your presence from our labors.

Hear us, gracious Lord and God.

	TUNE:  GOUDIMEL (205 A)

	Who are these in bright array,
	Thousand times ten thousands strong,
	Round the altar night and day,
	Singing one triumphant song:
	"Worthy is the Lamb once slain,
	Blessing, honor, glory, power,
	Wisdom, riches, to obtain,
	New dominion every hour"?

	These through fiery trials trod,
	These from great affliction came;
	Now, before the throne of God,
	Sealed with his almighty name,
	Clad in raiment shining bright,
	Victor palms in every hand,
	Through their dear Redeemer's might,
	More than conquerors they stand.

Glory be to Christ Jesus, who is the Resurrection and the Life.  He was dead, and behold he is alive forever and ever.  Those who believe in him, even though they die, yet shall they live.  Glory be to Christ Jesus, in the church which waits for him on earth, and in the church which is around him in heaven, from everlasting to everlasting.

Amen.

	TUNE:  ST. THEODULPH (151 G)

	I give you thanks unfeigned,
	O Jesus, friend in need,
	For what your soul sustained
	When you for me did bleed.
	Grant me to lean unshaken
	Upon your faithfulness,
	Till I from earth am taken
	To see you face to face.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with all of you.

Amen.
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